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Springtime -and Tom Brown

Have you heard bird songs across

the quiet a Qf‘f”ng evening
in the Isle of Man? Read Tom

Brown's impression:
“0 Blackbird, what a
How you do go itt
Blowing your bugle to that one sweet
gtoye—
How you do blow it!
And does she hear vou, bla

boy you are!

How About Membership?

every word in the Manx

often, Igeediess to say, ‘c} Vj are
most enc GU‘ZQ,]I}'OQ

5 MA., as t’r@
e voice of the Assoc
to members
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Our Own Pa@pia

We enjov the Ph
~—it ’ﬁ\"}}:{:.\, hack mer

sign
F*’-”ncmcc‘
fivst cousin,
Convention?
alivel” writes Robert W.
Port Hope, Ont.

sometimes trav-
i\lanlb\" ( an hel‘
ne,

the

to

ehmgun

ciety, Oz;e of the Gﬁce"“ of that So-
ciety, he tells us, is Miss Mona
va"le, daughter of Andrew and

m“z*d awrrter of Thomas Quayle of
Kirk Mic haéim‘aho has relatives in
San Franecisce and in Cleveland.

orrester
st Miss
rand Mr, Wilson Ruedy

”

uane of Me%é{;z,, Manitoba

amble over
the roc};g ’m }of} fc&z‘ p iwinkles and
flitters. rs. Quane would have
of (mz‘vpa vy if there was only the op-

ots
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— writes John
Ave., Belmar,

sant memories”
bon, 409 Fourth
N,

Myr. and Mrs. 1 Vo
daughter Doreen of 127 Maple Ave.,
Shd'\ mlg(m Falls, Qu e., ho ope to at-
end their first Manx Converntion this
summer at Hamilton.

Halszll of Selborne
in Am"‘ 58 “irg

Imf

256 HOTE-
wants to know if
oria, Long lsland,

for the Con

eI~

i to the list of new
ns iz Mrs. J. W. Morris,
ing S8t., Linecoln, Neb.

AERRIVALS AXD DEPARTURES
OI" MANX FRIENDS

3 ‘1"16‘ ds from
: have o go aH t?;e way to the
neet!

iee

in order to
‘,al“} M.

er quite a
5 Louisi-
home z

Kermode of
e, are leav-

‘ancouver, B, C.

Mrs. Emily Corrin Scheetz, 2 mem-
ber from (Jmuha Nebraska, sailed on
May 11th for a two month visit to
the I of Man.

Miss Annie Kerruigh, of Chicago, is

siti the home of her fiancé,

Robison, Elk Creek, Ne-

Potts of Bishee, Arizona, has
m ake Eﬁer hr}mr‘ in

’% rs.
rece th Li,fa, to

sz nd Mrs, E. Costain of Van-
couver, B. C., have recenﬁv returned
nozr u it to the Isle of Man.

»;w
’."*
**-3

.Simn nin, of Chicago,
I*\ Gan hle of South Africa, and
Mr, and Mrs. T. P. Quayle of Chi-
cago, have just recently returned to

uhzca go after a sojourn of several
menthk in Florida. Mr. Shimmin,
who went to Mobile to meet Mrs.
Shimmin and accompany her home,

reports meeting several Manx people
in that city—one of whom was Cap-
tain Richard Kelly of Seattle, Wash-
ington, who }s'»pnm@% to be visiting in
Mobile at that time,
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Manx Societies
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P rexzm nt—John

Pre Edwin

Burbank.

Treasurer — Joseph Rodger, Long

Beacb

B W”f{hh

s Angeles

My, John retiving

vice-president, the Isle

M a foun-

ir d auto-

sailing

{:; thc
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1 to tne North
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ugust,

ROCHESTER

The May meeting of the Rochester
Manx ; § he home
of the Pxesmm“,, ice Garrett,
orn Wednesday, : when a
goodly crowd att 2d, and many sig-

SEATTLE
The March meeting of the Seattle

T‘uanx roiet}“ was held on the 19th at
the home of the Secretary, Miss Edith
Lzzb bon, and while they cud not have
as Iaug:e a crowd as they had hoped
for, they had a lov *‘y evening, with
Messrs. Kissack and Vick acting as
the program committee. They had
ancther entertaining meeting on May
’Zth at Montlake Field House, when
a prog*am of songs, violin and vocal
solos and an interes ting address by
the British Consul of Seattle, Mr.
Cecil Hope Gill, rounded out the
evening.

GALVA

The Galva Manx Society, consider-
ing the size of that city, certainly
does things right! We recently re-

ceived a report from their Secretary
tJ the effect that they held a “Pot-

Luck Supper” on March 20th with
ahout one hundred and ten people at-
tending. The business meeting was
followed by dancing.

mish enter-
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Race was I

Tun on -

in 1628 —more than veal

-—it had its ACTUA beLz m:zp: z’n
the Isle of Man‘ It vmzfs started by
James, Lord of Man and 7th Earl of
Derby hence the nunm; Lo enc@ur—
age the m*eerimg of good horses in the

Eayr

Island, and was run at L fgz EE
Castletown, A silver
prize, and EVery
the owner deposited five shill
the Clerk of the uJG tow
purchase of next year’s Cup,
shilling for recording the entry Such
was the “Derby” in the Isle of Man
in 1680 and for many vears there-

after. Nowadays when the name
“Derby” is applied to every form of

racing from flying to roller katinv, it
is interesting to note this oId mmm—
cal connection with the Isle of Man.

Coming to 7recent tim <>s, some
seventy vears ago the Island had a
ﬁne race track sztumeu bm eg Kirk

Braddan and the Union 5. The
enclosure was 70 acres ané thme were
two grandsta mik each accommodating
1000 people. Long sinece di iscontinued,
this track was one of the best in the

British Isles, and the “Races” must
have been a colorful event in those
quiet days of the 1870’s, when the

and

finest horses in the hmgffiom
their jockeys, with the attendant
train of ¢ nmkze» , sporti }g mm, gcn»
try and leisured people of all kinds
*m t}w Ix and,

e attracted
Ie to the Island
une gince then.

938, the popular
lidayvs will witness

ETA\X AIR
¥ i from

don to the Isle of I‘ian‘ an d ot!

e will be thc Manx air Derby

and the Tynwald Air Race, consisting

of three circuits of the Island, from
Eo sort.  Fonaldsway,

sti say, is almost the same
ar hat on which Manx horses
ran rst Derby, morve than 300

Vears g What would the great
. could he see wings over
the o}d l)erby race track?

Mrs. Agnes Knight of FRetsel,
Wash., sends us a couple of curious
items. “Whistling for dinner wa s a
reality up to 18 20 in the Isle of Ma
she says. “Whistling spoons were
provided for diners, who made use of
themn when they wanted a second
helping.”

'l
.
123
r's

¥ * *

Mrs. Knight alse tells us of a re-

markable Manx eat owned by Mrs.
Simpson Clucas of Ballabeg, Arbory.
“This cat, Betty, 21 vears old, has
}'UQ‘r presented her owner with two
lack kittens faithful to the tailless
tradition. Betty has the honor of be-
ng the mother of the Manx kitten
h w was pr ted to the Duke of
.V} sm as P**z*we George he vis-
in 19837
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ELLAN VANNIN . .

The Isle of Faery

Being an account of the Isle of Man, Its Romantic History, Its Antiquities, and Its Singular Charm

By JOHN HENRY QUINE (Author of “Songs of Mona”)

CHAPTER XI (Continued)

t is a singular fact that the fwo
cldest parliaments in the world were
founded by Norsemen in the tenth
century, one in an island in the very
heart of the British Isles, and the
other in an island on the verge of the
known world, Ultima Thule in fact.

Just as the mighty British Empire
gusy 2 ALY Al
is b together because Britannia

waves, 80 the above facts
ble because the daring and
ven had absolute com-

e popular assembly introduced by
e Norsemen when their rule was
finally consolidated, and a study of
these “Things T iblies  is
therefore called for. 1 am largely
indebted to the late A, W. Moore for
& succinet description of political
procedure in remote and rugged Ice-
land, and furthermore, to the stud-
icus I can recommend a perusal of
that fascinaling saga, “The Story of
Burnt Njal,” which throws s fiood of
Light on the mentality of the fierce
sea-rovers, and their reaction to law
and order.

Of all the Scandinavian Things or
Parliaments the one about which we
have the most copious and aceurste
information is that of Iceland, with
which country, moreover, it is well
known that Man was intimately con-
nected. The Norse chieftains who set-
tled in Iceland found it uninhabited,
and in order to found a community
they each built a temple in their own
district, and called themselves
“Godes”, or “Hof-Godes”, Priests, or
Temple-Priests. This of course, was
before the introduction of Christian-
ity. The name, Gode, became synony-
mous with chief, and the temple be-
came the nucleus of the new eommun-
ity, which was called Godord. Manv
independent Godes sprang up all
through the country until about the
year 930, when these petty sovereign
chiefs entered inte a kind of league,
and laid the foundation of a central
government for the whole island, by
forming the Althing or general as-
sembly of the Icelandie Common-
wealth, which was invested with the
supreme  legisiative and judicial
power. In 964 the constitution was
finally settled, the number of Godord,
and consequently of Godes, became
fixed at three in each Thing-distriet
or Shire, which had a popular assem-
bly called Thing, composed of all the
freemen of the shire, and presided
over by the Godes, who were their
liege lords. These Godes formed the
legislative assembly of the Althing,

{Continued from March issue)

called the Ligretta, and possibly iden-
tical with the Manx Keys. And it
must be remembered, in comparing
the probable political state of the Isle
of Man at the end of the ninth cen-
tury, with this, that instead of Man
being uninhabited, it was peopled by
Goidelic Kelts who had for a long time
registed the encroaschment of the Vik-
ing chiefs, and who, even at this
period, certainly formed by far the
largest part of the population. This,
and probably other dissimilar cir-
cumstances, led to differences between
the Manx and Icelandic constitutions,
though in the main they were iden-
tical. Thus it is probable that, both
from the necessities of military dis-
cipline, and of keeping order in a con-

red Ge )

though udallers, or freel
not independent chiefs, b

G
tary allegiance to a chief, who, how-
ever, except in time of war, was prob-
ably little more than primus inter
pares.

Daring Norse rule the House of
Keys consisted of 24 members (as to-
day}, sixteen chosen locally, and eight
from the OCuter Isles, i.e., the Heb-
rides. The O
lands, also under
called the Nordreys (Nortl

se rule,

ern Isies),
and the Hebrides the Sudreys (South-
ern Isles). To this day the Manx
episcopal diocese is known as Sodor
and Man, recalling its ancient con-
nection with the Hebrides, although
that connection does not exist at the
present time. Incidentally, at one
time the Island was ineluded in the
diocese of Nidaros, {(Trondheim) in
Norway.

The Isle of Man is peculiarly rich
in Runic crosses, dating from Norse
times, and Prof. Marstrander uses
these crosses to disprove the state-
ments, frequently made, that the
Norsemen decimated or exypelled the
Gaelic population from tne island.
The crosses are several generations
vounger than the first Norse settle-
ments on the Island, and, according
to Marstrander, they testify to the
most intimate and peaceful relations
between Gaidil and Gaill.

Of the 40 personal names which’

occur on the runic crosses, 29 are
Norse, and 11-12 Gaelic. Thus 2 man
wring the Gaelic name Crinan ezlls
son by the Norse name Ufeigr,
and conversely Torleiv Nakki his son
by the Gaelic name Fiac. There can
be no doubt, thinks Marstrander, that
these Gaelic names, which figure on
the crosses, were adopted from the
Gaelic population on Man itself.
Hence there follows a conclusion of
far-reaching importance for the de-
termination of the relations in the

tenth century between the conguer-
ors and the conguered in this isolated
Viking community in the Irish Sea:
the Gaelic population, whence the
Norsemen to such a great extent bor-
rowed their personal names, must
necessarily have heen free. Consider-
ing the fundamental importance at-
tached io’family and toe descent in
the i

Scandinavian communities even
during the last century of the Viking
age, it may safely be stated that the

dea of a free Norseman giving his
dren n es typical samongst
v

: men, is just as ab-
surd ag that of a legal connection
with & slave-born woman. No men
ever had more highly developed fam-
ily instincts than the Norse adven-
who, during the ninth and
zed Iceland and
ern Isles. Alongside with the
: upper stratum on the Isle of
> must in consequence have
a Gaelic group of peopula-
the Norse themselves from
the very beginning of the conquest

7

sidered as free and soecially equal.

Nowhere else in the British Isles do
Norwegian and Keltic cultures seem
to have approached each other so
closely as in that isol spot. A
visible expression of this fusion of the
two civilizations 1s still to be seen in
the sculptured crosses which the
Norse petty chieftaing erected in
memory of their dead. Though mod-
eled on old Keltic protoiypes, these
crosses, both by their ornamental
metifs, their runic inseriptions, and
above all by their designs, derived
from the Norse mytholegy, and re-
placing the scenes from the life of
Christ depicted on the Keltic crosses,
bear testimony to a population which
considered itself as Norwegian and
was proud to be so.

CHAPTER XII

Daily Life in (ld Norse Times

To the gifted pen of Sir George W.
Dasent we are indebted for a descrip-
tion of daily life in Iceland in the
tenth century, and I give it here be-
cause it applies egually well to the
Isle of Man, colonized at that time by
Norsemen, and it applies also to the
subsequent centuries of Norse rule,
because, in the Middle Ages, when the
main interests of life were largely
agricultural, social changes from gen-
eration to generation, and even from
century to century, were hardly
noticeable, except that the manners of
the upper classes became slightly
more refined,

(To be continued in next issue)
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