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Historic Opening In 1873
A Day Of National Rejoicing
the Douglas to Peel railway

line was opened on Tuesday. July Ist,
1873 it was an occasion for national

in the Isle of Man.

] v people had not seen a steam
engine in operation before. At Peel
a banner was spread across the line
bearing the words in Manx “Success
to the iron road between Douglas and
Peel.”

Cakes and drinks were served to
the vast throng and it was a gala oc-
casion,

t 15 opportune to recall these scenes
4l a time when preparations are now
being made for the re-opening of the
line — on June 3rd, 1967, ninety-four
vears after that memorable day when
the first railway in Mann was inau-
gurated,

It was on March 27th, 1873, that
the first steam engine made its appear-
ance in the Island and people travelled
from far and near to watch this modern
marvel,

By that time the £200.000 company
had been in existence for over two and
a half vears. There had been financial
difficulties from time to time but some-
how the promoters got through.

What was described as ‘a tidal swamp’
was rw;xthasnd at Peel for the termipus.

At Douglas the "Lake,” a flat marshy
piece of land at the top of the harbour
was selected for the main station and
construction of a platform and sheds
went ahead,

The arrival of the railway contrac.
tors with their gangs of navvies caused
a transformation in the countrv-side,

Caris and horses were hired out 1o
the railway often though it meant neg-

ecung the farm lands and men in
and fishing and other occu-
patons du erted  their calling to wke
vp well paid labouring work  which
knew would provide some secu-
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Delays in deliveries of materials, etc.,
because of shipping hold- -ups were
common enough and a mishap ia transit
is believed to have been the causé of
a break-down on a preliminary trip
cn 1st May

V.LP.s were on this inspection, Thev
were a party of officials from the
London and North Westerp Railway
and Lancashire and Yorkshire Rajl Wi
who had been over to Ireland for the
opening of the Dundalk and Greenore
Railway on April 30th,

They enjoved the celebration lunch
in the goods shed at Greenore and then
embarked by stermer for the Isle of
Man along with the Duke of Sunder-
land and others with an interest in the
Manx  Railway. Colonel Rich. Board
of Trade Inxpector of Railways also
sailed for the Island.

Because of the non-arrival of rails
from a sailing ship from Fleetwood
which had not arrived part of the Port
Erin line then under construction was
whipped out and transferred 10 the
Peel line so that & £00d progress report
would be achieved.

It was the 10 a.m. train on
which pioneered the railway.

A faulty axle said to have becn dam-
aged in transit was discovered on the
first clase four wheel carriage which
was drawn,

The engine was the first Companv

Ist Mav

locomotive. the No, 1 Sutherland and
this continued with an open Wagon
fitted with seats. as far as Glenfaba
Bfiu’we sbout half a mile short of Peel
and then returned to Douglas,

The V.I.Ps in the meuntime hud
landed at Port Erin’s unfinished break-

water from Greenore and were con-
veved 1o Dougles by road carri
Al parties met at the new  stali
there and ‘refreshments were ser
in the engine house.”
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STRANGE TALES OF
ISLE WHERE CATS
HAVE NONE

ISLE OF MAN — You could almost
; cat over here from that stout
ouring isle of England. You
d. that is, if the cat had a tail. Manx
cats don't,

Bui any time you're on holiday in the

ritish Isles, it’s worth an exira day or
s0 10 have a look at this strange small
realm in the very middle of the Irish
Sea.

THE ISLE of Man is so precisely in
the miiddle that from its shores Ireland
1s exactly 27 miles and so is England.
But for all its proximitv, Man is as dif-
ferent as an isle can be,

There are the cats, bred without tails
these many centuries. There are sheep
with four horns instead of two. And
Queen Elizabeth of Britain is not queen
here. On the Isle she is known as the
“Lord of Man.”

Winter and summer. the Isle of Man
has an average of four hours a dav of
bright sunshine (a precious commodity
in these northern latitudes) but the
Manx aren’t satisfied.

The government currentiv is building
& S5.000.000 solurium at Douglas. It
will be as big as Madison Square Gar-
den and it will furnish aruficial sun-
shine and other recreations 24 hours a
duv. every dayv in the The conter
will also have grotios.
falls. & beach und even
breezes.

But then the Manx have alwuyvs been
almost over-solicitous about the com-
fort of guests. The horses that pull
the tram cars in Douglas wear rubber
shoes (700 pairs @ i) as not
1o wike up the sun bhathers,

WHEN THE HORSES
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First Train —
from page 1

ENGINE DERAILED

At Glenfaba Bridge the pony truck
left the rails. but it was re-railed within
twenty minutes.

Peel was reached finally at 4 p.m.
but apparently in working round the
train, Sutherland fell off the line so
completely that no attempt was made
to re-rail it.

Instead, the contractor’s engine
‘Mona” was called in and left Pee] with
the distinguished guesis at 5-25 p.m.
The partv meanwhile had found time
to inspect the Station. take in further
refreshment and visit Peel Castle,

It was 7 p.m. when Douglas was
reached, but before 1aking to their rosd
carriages thev ag inspected the sta-
tion and workshops,

Colonel Rich returned to the Island
op I6th June when he examined the
section. reported favour-
and agreed that public services
commence, On the next day he
de an e start with an engine and
fifteen fourwheel carrisges, with a view
to testing the haulage capacity of the
fast was taken at Peel and
minutes,

speciul

o
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the return run made in 35

and setting down the new employees
at their appointed work places. Adver-
tisements appeared in the Press calling
attention to the desirability of closing
those retail establishments owned by
‘respectable merchants” on the ozcasion
of the public opening.

THE BIG DAY

It was a matter for national rejoicing
when on Thursday, Ist July, 1873, the
first official journev took place.

The scene at the new Douglas Rail-
way Station was unforgetiable.

There had been some uncertainty
about the time the proceedings would
begin but the night before a rumour
swept round the Island that the open-
ing was timed for 11-30 and from an
early hour people made their way to
the railway to see this historic moment
when the line would be put into official
e
SPECIAL STEAMER

The Railway Company had chartered
a special steamer for the Duke of Su-
therland and his party. It was the King
Orry (Capt. McQueen) which left Li-
verpool at 4-40 p.m. on Jupe 30th
and arrived at the Queen Victoria Pier
at 8-30 p.m. Governor Loch. High-
Bailiff Harris of Douglas, and other
notables met the steamer and there
was cheering and much enthusiasm.
THE SALOON CARRIAGE

The saloon carriage which was to
convey the official party next day had
been specially decorated. It was in a
pleasant green colour with gold in
place of the vellow stripes on the other
carriages bordering the window panels.
The interior was striking. The ceiling
was highly polished. the upholstery was
in dark blue with scarlet and blue trim-
mings. Doors. etc., were of highly po-
lished mahogany and in the cenire of
the carriage were two portable tables.

The station at Douglas. in Gothic
design, was built by & London firm
and the goods shed, erc. by oa local
firm. Gelling and Kave,

The water for the engines was pro-
cured by means of three Abyssinian
tube wells sunk by Norion's patent.
The water was raised into an immense
tank capable of holding some thou-
sands of gallons and it was erected at
such a sufficient height as to enable
the flow to reach all parts of the sia-
tion. The engines had a capacity of
300 gallons,

To revert to the scene ar the statjon,
John Henry had been appointed rail-
way policeman and he had a bus
time checking the passes and keepis
the crowds back.

Many resourceful people went into
the houses on Peel Road and looked
down from windows and roofs and it
was a marvel that no one was hurt,

A temporary grandstand was erected
in Quiggins timber vard.

The Douglas Rifie Corps was drawn
up in command of Capt, Spittall and
Lieut. Stephen. In addition 1o the of-
ficers there were 5 sergeants, 1 bugler
and 44 rank and file.

An imposing figure this day was
Mr. Buckett, a young man who came
from the Isle of Wight to be station-
master at Douglas,

At Peel the appointed stationmaster
was Mr. R, E. Wight, who had come
from St. Pancras Station in London,

The Duke of Sutherland engine
which was so much admired by the
crowds was decorated with festoons
of evergreens and bore an emblem on
some glazed material which read “Dou-
glas and Peel United.”

MUSIC EN ROUTE

The Band of the Royal Bengal Fusi-
liers arrived and took their places in
the open wagons — later they plaved
lively tunes at each station when the
train stopped.

The No. 1 engine pulled away from
the platform on time and one news-
paper report said that two ‘Jehus (dar-
ing drivers) rode on horseback from
the entrance to Pesl Road but despite
vigorous application of the whip were
soon left behind bv the iron horse,

At Quarter Bridge a huge crowd
cheered the speeding train and again
at Union Mills where the mills of Dal-
rymple Maitland and Co. were gaily
decorated, Bouguets were presented to
the ladies in the official pariv when
the train stopped at Crosbv and St
John’s, the cheers of the schoolchildren
in charge of Mr. Farugher were almost
deafening.

Two minor stops were scheduled for
further Tuns — for the originzl Dou-
glas racecourse a quarter of z mike
on the Douglas side of Union Mills
and Buallacraine for the convenience
of people wanting 10 go to Glen Helen.

The level crossing at Quarter Bridge

was protected by special disc signals.
Of special interest is the note of

passenger stock.

For the opening four first class,
twenty second class and a saloon car-
riage had been delivered.

More carriages were arriving weekly
from Liverpool. All these were puinted
green and bore the Manx Arms.

The goods stock arrived painted
grey, Open luggage wag S
fitted up with seuats for
sions such s Tvnwald Day 1o convey
an extra 2.000 1o St John's,

Consideration of the the
inner man’ were apparently not confin-
ed to the opening ceremony, The Com-
pany had applied 1o the Legistature for
an Act for licence 1o serve intowicu
at Douglas. This raised & storm of pro-
test and gave the newspapers consid

church. 4 <er-
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needs  of
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Conmmnued on paye 7
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A teenager in the early 1900s

growing up on the Isle of Man.

Having the misfortune to have to
spend the most part of January in bed,
I spent a lot of time going over my
early years. In those days a young
girl did not have much spending money
SO we were quite content to get our
pleasures in simple ways and of course
to walk everywhere — no busses in
those days,

I was serving my apprenticeship as
a dressmaker, my friend as a milliner.
Our days started by getting to work
by 9 am. and as we both lived up
Broadway I well remember how in the
winter time we used to go down Broad-
way with our hands tucked well into
fighting the terrific
winds we met and stopping every so
often to turn our backs on it to allow
us to catch our breath. Turning the
corner to go on down to Strand Street
was a relief after that struggle, although
at that time there was no shelter for
us, just the stone wall that ran along
Noble’s estate. Wet weather did not
bother us, although on Iooking back
it is a wonder we did not all die of
pneumonia. We never even thought of
over-shoes and used to sit all day in
wet boots as we called our shoes: put
on our wet coats again to go home
for dinner, the same for tea, and of
course the same at night when we
finished at 8 p.m.

Then for an hour we used to go
through Strand Street as far as Victoria
Street, up to the church. turn around
;md go down as far as the Jubilee

Clock, then back to Strand Street. alc nig
Castle Street and up Broadway home.
looking in every window as we went.
1 (hm}\ we knew every window and

every item in them on both sides of
the streets.
Then came Thursday half-holiday.

That day we spent going anvwhere we
pleased. walking until we thought it
was lea time, Sundays we went ro St
Andrews Sunday school afternoons and
church at night, afterwards m~king our
way down (o the promenade and if
the waves and wind permitied. making
our usual tour of the promenade until
time to go home, which for us was
2 1o 9.30 pm.. ready for starting all
over again on Monday,

Then came the days of the giggling
girl and bov. How sillv we were in
those days: seeing boys we thought
we would like to know but somehow
never geiting 10 know the ones we
wanted to. Sunday mornings we would
walk all the way te Kirk Braddan
“New and spend time walking in the
churchyard. 1 wonder if anyone does
that now? On looking bhuck i was a
strange  place for voung people to
choose to parade but we did it for

4

Continued on page 7

Stranger in Paradise

The following letter which appeared
recently in the Isle of Man Times Let-
ter Box may be of interest to some
readers.

1 have recently read a book entitled
“Revolt in Paradise” dealing with the
adventures of a Manx woman in Indo-
nesia prior to and during the Second
World War, It was of great interest
to me not only because of the contents,
but also because it was the adventure
of a Manx person. It was somewhat
intriguing because nowhere is there
iny reference to the surnames of her
father and mother.

In case you have not read the book,
U give hereunder a few extracts from
‘he first chapter:-

“This is the storv of a white woman
who lived for fifteen years in Indonesia
— this woman is myself. All lives have
many beginnings — let us call mine
it the foot of Snaefell mountain in the
Isle of Man. I wes born in Scotland
of Manx parents. My father was an
archaeologist who left Manxland for
Africa before 1 was born. He never
returned as he caught a tropical fever
which killed him. My mother married
1gain; my stepfather was a Scot who
adopted me as his own child, insisted
on giving me his name, and had mv
birth registered in Glasgow as his own
daughter. But I am not a Scot. I am
@ full-blooded Manx, or rather a mix-
ture of blood from the Viking pirates
who swept down from the north in
the 13th century and the kings of the
Isle of Man. We are a superstitious lot.
we Manx people. Many of us still
believe in witchcraft and in the wee
folk. What is called supernatural is
not strange to us. I spent the first
14 vears of my life in the Isle of Man.
and then T went to school in Scotland.
My stepfather was killed in the First
World War, After his death mv mother
decided 10 go 1o the United States.
We settled in Hollywood.”

The only name she is known by
throughout the story is that given her
by the Indonesians — K'tut Tantri. She
arrived in Indonesia in the early 1930
and spent 15 years there and returned
o America

Could you suggest anv way in which
one could find out her name?

If she lived at the foot of Snaefell
I think it must have been on the Laxev
side. as I lived in Sulbv and knew all
who lived in the glen during the First
World War, and for a vear or two
thereafter.

The book was first publis
by Wm. Heinemann Lid..

Chas. Southward.

ed in 1960
London,

15 Butler Avenue,
Papatoetoe.
Auklund, New Zeal

o T osay,

CONVEXNTION

Convention plans have keen held up
once again owing to the fact that
President Norman Clucas has recejved
a promotion which has necessitated his
moving to St. Louis. Missouri, Once
Norman and his family are settled in
their new location your Executive Com-
mittee will be able to proceed with
definite plans for the next Convention
and all members will be advised of the
time, place, etc.

The Right Words

The food wasnt fit for dogs. That
was the “Aracataca’s”™ fo’castle crowd
opipion while on & voyage to Liver-
pool, about a week after leaving Callao.

“Hold on. Hold on. Listen to me.
I'lt talk to the Old Man meself. We
can sit ‘ere an argue the point for the
rest of this stinkin’ trip an” nothin” will
be done ’till we stand together. That's
what.” Quayle. the fo'castle ringlea-
der, said.

“Sure we'll stund behind you while
vou talk to 'im.”

He'll listen to you: what with vou
being the oldest an’ all.”

“This is your second trip in ‘er, isn't
it Quayle?

“An it's the steward who thinks we
are as good as pigs. That's the reason
for this, this slop, if vou ask me.”

“Never mind the sarcasm, Murphy.
‘let’s go to the Old Man.””

“It's sure we will.”

“All right. We'li
right after he js finished 'is tea. He'li
know we mean business. One of vou
bring the food: and remember, et me
do the talkin’.”

“Righto”

Thus the

situation and planned to obtain redress.

go up together

“crowd” discussed  their

Then. led by Quay hey went 1o the
Bridge. But Capt Corlett saw them

coming and his suspicions, like his
temper, awoke,

He abruptly stopped Quayle’s com-
plaint: “You will approach me m a
proper manner. [ master of s
ship and demand both respect and obhe-
dience. Now clear off unul vou learn
to keep a civil tongue.”

A few davs later -— after poli
and reciting their speech ~— the crowd,
again led by Quavie. went 10 the Cup

R

itair,

! food.

Swasn't 1 owold sooner

The Old Man Jistened. looked at
smelt, tasted and esked: “"How

N . - 1
lonng has this bees g on and whe

“Captain, vou sce.” Quavie explain-
what with plannin’ the proper was
proach vour we mean. after
T of the rig
addressin® vou, Sir,
for words 1o tell ¢




NEWS OF THE MANX SOCIETIES

WINNIPEG

The Winnipeg Manx Society have
met regularly throughout the season at
various members’ homes and hope to
do so next season.

An honorary membership was pres-
ented to Mrs. Sarah Cregeen. one of
Winnipeg's first members, to show ap-
preciation for her contributions to the
Society throughout the years. Although
she is unable to attend the meetings.
she continues to hold a great interest
in the Society’s doings.

At the beginning of May., Mrs. W,
}. Inge, accompanied by her daughter.
travelled to Niagara Falls to mezt her
niece and nephew. Mr. and Mrs. A. G.
Moore of Douglas, who were aftending
the World Congress of Police Officers.
Along with the Moores were Supt. R.
Kermeen and Mrs. Kermeen and Sgt.
J. Swindlehurst and Mrs. Swindichurst,
also of Douglas.

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Corkish of Pa-
trick, L.O.M., are expected to arrive
June 28th. for the wedding of their
son John to Miss Dorothy Robson.
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Caley.
The wedding is to be held on July 8th.

The annual picnic is set for July

3rd. Anyone who will be in the area
for the holidays or attending the Pan-
American Games could contact the
Winnipeg Manx at the following num-
bers:-

President: Harry Caley SP4-26465
Sec.-Treas. Dinzh Inge TUS-6828
Wishing all of vou a happyv summer.
J. H Caley
President
D. M. Inge

Sec.~-Treasurer

VANCOUVER
The Vancouver Manx Societyv takes
this opportunity to send greetings to
Manx societies all over the world,
We have had four successful monthly
meetings since the banguet at New
Years and the mezeting held on May
12th. will be the last until the fall.
We intend holding our annual sum-
mer picnic in Stinley Park on Julv
22nd. Gf wer Julv 29thy and we extend
& heartv on to zil Manx people
and their friends who may he in Van-
couver at that time to join us ar the
picnic. It will ke in the m of a
basket picnic with tea. coffee. milk
and sugar provided bv the Sociery.
I'zf'a*mzimm regarding the picnic mav
hcs the President. Peter
Trcv he Secretary,
E. Q. Costain, at -?1<~f3
F Q (“\m

Secretars

nvi

SAN FRANCISCO

At the March meeting of the San
Francisco Manx Society, Mr. and Mrs!
Paul Gregson and family, formerly of
Montreal, were welcomed by the mem-
bers. The Gregsens will be making
their home in San Mateo.

Members who will be travelling this
summer include: Mrs, Ridge Craine
who will be visiting England and the
Isle of Man with her sister Mrs. Elea-
nor Rushby: Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lewin
are looking forwar i to an Isle of Man
visit in August

The June mecting will be an after-
noon gathering ar the lovely home of
Mrs. Arta Hutshing in Mill
June 24 is the dute.

A ¥
Vailev.

Noreen Cottier,
President,

MONTREAL

At the February meetisg of the
Montreal Manx Society at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Corlett, two
films of the Isle of Man loaned by
the Toronto Manx Society were shown.
They were greatly enjoved. In April
a Beatle Drive was held at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Hornsby and Mrs,
Sloan and Mr. T. L. Kelly was the
winner of a 2 volume pictorial history
of the Isle of Man. This was followed
by community singing with Miss Choi-
niere providing the pizno accompani-
ment.

The Tynwald day picnic will be held
on July 8th. and anv visitors in Mont-
real can get information by calling the
secretary at 484-9845,

Victor Joughin
Secretary,

FLORIDA

Mr, wnd Mrs. C. Everiss of Cleve-
land made a trip to visit their daughter
and son-in~law, Mr. and Mrs. L. Bob-
nar, in Sarasota, They spent Christmas
with them and New Yeur at Lakeworih
visiting Mrs, Everiss’ brother and sister.
My, W, Quine and Mrs. Jackson,

Mr. Quine and Mrs. Jackson were

also visited by Rev. and Mrs. J. Clarke
of Krnosville. Iiinois. and were sur-

prised und pleased 1o have o call from
Mr. and Mrs. W, Brown of Onchan.
Isle of Mun. They have been spendi

the winter in St Petershurg. Flor
and were returning o the LOM.
April. The Perev Yetman's. W, Qui

and Mrs. Jackson showed them aroun
the Palm Beaches and enjoved havi
them. Hn;w thev enjoved 1t too.

Florida Manx were delig
'M the 56th. Wedding Anr

of Mroand Mrs T,

of Lake Worth on March 4th at their
home. They were married in Cleveland
on March 3rd.. 1917, Their four chil-
dren were all present — Fdward and
Robert of San Francisco. Helen from
Cleveland and Florence from Florida.
The Nelson’s have eleven grandchil-
dren. The weather was perfect for the
celebration,

The W. Harry Kellys have visited
Mr. W. Quine and Mrs. Jackson also
and have shown the pictures Harry
took in the Isle of Man last summer
— not only to the Manx in Florida
but to many friends also. Others who
have visited Florida and also-saw the
pictures were Mr. and Mrs. D. Hughes
of Pennsylvania; Mr. and Mrs. Kermeen
and Miss Kermeen of Galva. Illinoeis,
and Mrs. J. F. Lewin and Mrs. W.
Moran of Lakeworth.

The Kellys. W. Quine and Mrs. Jack-
son made a trip to Miami to see Mr.
and Mrs. W. Morrison who said that
seeing the views of Ellan Vannin made
them homesick for another trip over
there,

Mr. Quine and Mrs. Jackson were
also delighted to have a visit in January
from Mr, and Mrs, H. Fricke of FL
Lauderdale who brought along Mrs,
R. DeWorth and Mr. Alan Fricke of
Cleveland,

W, Quine.

CLEVELAND

Our April meeting was held on
the m:&' side. A lady from the Ohio
Beli ephone Company discussed the
m‘my \m‘\s of telling foriunes. Heud
bumps. palms. and cards were men-
tioned. none of which are reliable,

In May, Mr. Harry Kelly shouwed
a second group of pictures taken in
the Isle of Muan this past summer,
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Gorry and Mr. &
Mrs. Robert Cowin  were miissed.
as they are vacationing in the Isle of
Man. Also. we missed Mrs, Fthel
Christian. who was at home with her
futher who is in a very critical condi-
ton, .
We were happy to learn that Mrs,
Elesnor Shimmin hsd again
the Cleveland M
at the music festive
wag presented by A

I for her
mn Douglas,
1 ”Cd Gorry,

Also. we huave jearned that Mrs
Ednz Cowin had been asked 1o put
a wreath on the gruve of the poet,

Mr. Tom Brown.

We wre all g
time by the death of
Rose. duaughter of My, Mrs. Joe
(”h\m. and by the wudden death of
NMr. E. ‘r!u‘ﬁ keelly. wwho was found

dud m hus home.

saddened at this
Sirs, Mona Clucas

el
ATHG




OUR OWN PEOPLE

Mr. Fred Caveen and Mr. Frank
Williamson are leaving in May for a
trip to the Isle of Man as are Mr.
and Mrs, Fred Daubney also of Tor-
onto,

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kelly of Cleve-
land are planning a trip to Seattle and
Vancouver this summer. While in Seat-
tle they will visit Mr. Kelly's sister,

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Krach of
Cleveland are planning to fly to Prest-
wick, Scotland, on August 8th. for a
visit to the British Isles. Marge is hoping
to visit the Isle of Man but doesn’t
know if they will have the time t
irip.

Mrs, Charles Sundlof, of Dansville,
has returned from Florida where she
reunioned with some of the Manx.
She reported a fine trip and grand
weather,

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Clark and
daughter, Ruth, have just returned
from California, They flew to San

Francisco and visited their son, How-
ard. for two weeks, secing a great
deal of porthern California, They then
went to Los Angeles before returning
home 10 Rochester. They too reported
perfect weather and a wonderful trip.

Miss Alice Garrett is looking for-
ward to two weeks in Massachusetts
in July. mainly at Rackport,

Capt. John Clague of Leesburg,
Florida, writes that he was particularly
interested in the article in the March
Bulletin stating that the Faragher cot-
tage in Cregneash had been taken over
by the Manx Museum National Trusi.
Capt. Clague was born in this coftage
in 1892 and is the grandson of Edward
Faragher, his mother being Lina Fara-
gher. His family left Cregneash in 1905
going to Port St. Mary. then to Port
Erin and finally leaving the Island
carly in 1907, Thev sailed from Liver-
pool and landed in Halifsx in April.
1907, Capt. Clague first of all followed
the sea and then after going to the
United States in 1912 he sailed the
Great Lakes for 45 vears. the last 15
vears until his retirement in 1957 as
caplain. He married Florence Crates
in Loram. Ohio. in 1918 and they
are looking forward 1o celebrating their
SOth. wedding anniversary next vear.
They have one deughter. Funice. and

granddaugh

WO

Sam and Hilda Penrice spent a holi-
day in Britain recently. They left Tor-
onto by air on March 20th. arriving
at Shannon airport on the 2Ist.

They had lovely weather when they
first arrived and toured Southern Ire-
land visiting Cork and Dublin then
going on to Northern Ireland and Bel-
fast. On FEaster Saturday they flew
from Belfast to the Island and were
met at Ronaldsway by Hilda’s father.
Mr. Cecil Bridson of Ramsey. They
spent Easter in Ramsey staying with
Mrs. E. Christian, “Eskdale”, Queens
Drive, and on Easter Sundav attended
St. Olave’s Church where they were
married in 1939, The weather was very
cold and miserable all the time thev
were on the Island — the mountains
were snow capped — but they hired
a car and got around quite a lot visiting
friends and relatives, On March 31st.
they flew to Liverpool and then went
to Great Sutton near Chester to stay
with Hilda's sister and her husband.
whose daughter was being married on
April  Ist.  As Hilda's father and
all the rest of her family were present
it was a real get-together. On again
on Apri] 3rd. to Lepton near Hudders-
field to stay with Sam’s brother Harry
and his wife Nancy, The last few davs
of their stay were spent in London
and on April 10th. they flew home.
By mow it all seems like a beautiful
dream but it was nice seeing all the
family again.

On Sunday, May 14th., Sam and
Hilda Penrice entertained Superinten-
dent and Deputy Chief Constable R, J.
Kermeen and his wife. Sergeant Jim
Swindlehurst and his wife, and Con-
stable G. Moore and his wife. The
all hail from Douglas and were in
Canada  to attend the International
Police Congress at Niagara Falls. Thev
have spent two weeks visiting Canada
and the United States. Stan and Jovee
Shimmin and their daughter Adrienne
also visited with them. Stan is Chief
of Police of an Ontario township.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry R. Tear of
438 So. Kenilworth Avenue. Oak Park.
Hlinois. were guests of honor on the
occasion of their 50th. Wedding An-
niversary at a party held in the Ouak
Park Arms Hotel,

The buffet supper was given by Mr.
and Mrs. Ravmond Hulis (the former
Barbara Tear) of Chicago: Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Wagner (the former Au-
drey Tear} of Glen Ellvn. Hlinois, anc
Major and Mrs. Harry R, Tear. pres-
v oostationed in Hawall with  the
army. Mr. oand Mrs, Hults, Mr. and

Mrs, Wagner. and the four granc

children, James. Charles, Sandra and
William Wagner, were all present for
the affair, then Mr. and Mrs, Tear
left for Hawaii to visit with their son
and his wife who were unable to come.
Natives of Chicago. Mr. and Mrs,
Tear were married in Austin on April
7th., 1917: they have resided in Oak
Park for the past seven years. They
are both active members of FEuclid
Avenue Methodist Church, Mr. Tear
being a member of the choir, chairman
of the music committee and also chair-
man of the church building fund,
Members of the original wedding
party unable to attend included the

maid of honor, Mrs. George Applevard

©of River Forest, and Mrs. Tear's sister,

Mrs, Robert C. Bailey of Oak Park.
Many gifts. flowers and congratula-
torv mesages helped the Tears celebrate
their Golden Wedding Day.
Mr. and Mrs. Tear are members of
the Chicago Manx Society.

Strange Tales —

Continued from page ]

an  1100-year-old parliament which
meets out of doors. preferably during
the four hours of daily sunshine. Man
sven has its own flag. The British flag
is considered to be merely the banner
of a friendly country,

Man (the isle. that is) has no income
tax, which probably doesnt have very
much to do, reallv. with the islanders
stubborn belief in little people known
1s fairies,

ALL THIS GOES back, of course,
to the davs when folk here were a
mite preoccupied with witches. There
is still a witcheraft museum. outside
Douglas. And if vou tazke the narrow
gauge train to St. Johns vou'll spv the
Witches Hill of Slieu Whallion. That's
where suspected witches were tested
by rolling them down the slope in a
spiked  barrel.  Any poor soul who
survived the gleaming spikes was con-
sidered guilty fonly a witch could sur-
vive). Those who died were exonerated
and given a good Christian burial

But all that is far in the Manx past.
Now the ide has a luxurious gambling
casino. operated by the famed Crock-
fords of London. It has the most ier-
rifying annual race on earth, the 200-
mile Grand Prix for motoreycles (the
moment a Manx sheep hears a o
angine. it runs for the hills)

As for the cats. they are now being

o

fol!
Cx

scientifically bred ar the Governmen
Catterv in Douglas, The government

wants to make sure they don't grow
tails
Reprinred '
Chicago Daily




A Teenage — Continued
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years. Of course you must remember
that there were no parks in those days,
only the Mooragh at Ramsey, so con-
sequently we had to make our own
pleasures. Nothing to occupy our time
in any sports except the Victoria Street
baths for swimmers. In the winter
there were a couple of private dancing
classes open about twice a week and
a Cinderella dance now and then. My
friend and T had two boy friends who
were members and we all used to go
together. 1 remember so well how
thriled we were when they gave us
a lovely corsage to wear to our first
big dance and how proud we were that
we were the only two who had them.
It was such small things as these that
made up our life and kept us happy.
A Dorothy bag of chocolates now and
again; a visit to the Choral Union play
put on once a year; an invitation to
a tea party once in a while kept us
happy.

After Christmas we began 1o look
forward to Easter and our yearly trip
to Laxey, Then came the practicing
for the Sunday school anniversary and
the clothes to be chosen for that. After
the anniversary of course came the
picnic and the trip to either Laxey
or Glen Whyllen and how we all Jooked
forward to that treat. going of course
by horse drawn vehicles. Motor cars
were few and far berween in those
days. Once in a while there was a
Sunday school party or bazaar,

My brother Fred and 1 were great
pals (he was my senior by 3 vears).
Now and again we would hire bicveles
and go to Laxey ending up at Ham
and Egg Terrace for a fine meal for
two hungry kids and then home again
to turn in our bikes before our 276
worth was overdue,

I remember one night after a snow
storm had cleared and the frost made
the snow good 1o walk on, we both
set out for a church do, at Abbylands
mind you. As I did not finish work
until .30 pm. T have no idea what
time we reached there. but I do remem-
ber how nice they were 1o us and how
astonished they were to sec 2 strangers
turn up so late after walking all the
way from Douglas. We had a lovely
time and & wonderful walk home on
& clear frosty night. It was well worth
it. Oh ves, small things were big things
1o us on the Island in those davs.

The summer. that was so different.
So much to do and see and keep us
busy. New faces zround us all the
time. There was the Palace to 2o to.
or Derby Castie, the circus. Buxton's
pierrot show. Douglas Head and the
ferries, Port Soderick, Port Jack and
Groudle Glen, and the sea lions and

the tiny train,

FAIR MONA’S ISLE |

Fair Mona’s Isle, so dear to me.

With headlands bold, and hills serene:

And rippling streams through valleys
green

Flow in the silvery sea.

The glory of the golden gorse,

The primrose sweet, the leafy dell,
The soaring lark, and fuchsia bell
Enchant us all on Mona's Isle.

And those who love thee from afar
With memories of thy wave-swept
shore,
The radiance of the seiting sun.
Return again, on wings of song.

When evening comes,

And life is spent,

‘Nearh Mannin’s cloak we'd be conten-

To rest in peace with thee, Monag Ma
Chree

Emily May Kelly — 1953

My brother and I would meet after
work and go to the Palace and Castle.
dance unti] almost 10 o’clock and then
tear home up the Olympia way as |
was only allowed out until then. We
used 1o be very out of breath by then.
I may say. Thursday nights there used
to be a fancy dress contest at the
Palace. I used to go as the Duchess
of Devonshire or sometimes as a Spa-
nish dancer, winning several prizes. 1
have an enlargement of a “sticky back”
of myself as the Duchess of Devonshire
hanging on my dining room wall. 1 had
it painted in the colours of the dress
and I have many moments of happiness
when I look at it and remember the
days of my youth.

Who remembers Madame Josephine
from the Palace shops? She was there
for years, Mrs. Winter her real name.
How muany of us used to sit on a bench
on the prom. and listen to the Town
Band? We used to while watching the
strollers. The ladies in those days using
parasols and feather boas. What jov
2 young girls got out of looking and
Ob-ing and Ah-ing a1 what we thought
was the prettiest, then along came an- |
other to rival the last and every so
often Auntie Mary would come along

in her glad rags with her basket of
fruit, |
Memories. memories, memories: we |
all have them. Some happv. some <ad |
and some frustrating. but they nevir
leave us. So we finished our apprentico-
ship after two vears with no pay ot
all und then 6 months at 10/-. Then
we were on our own and how grown
up we felt although not quite through
our teens vet. Soon I will leave vou
and wonder If vour memories e
somewhat like mine. but not before
wishing all Manxies good thoughis.

happy memories and love,
Lillian Marrion Tipper. |

First Train — Continued
ol
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mon was preached on the wickedness
of the Railway Board who proposed
not only to run trains on a Sunday
but quench the thirst of passengers as
well | Nevertheless, the Bill was given
assent. Both Peel and Douglas stations
provided refreshments.

When the travellers alighted at Peel
after their 47 minutes they found that
practically the whole population had
turned out. The platforms were dotted
with shrubs, there were flags and other
decorations. too, and the highlight of
the ceremonies was when an address
was presented by High-Bailiff R. J.
Moore on behalf of the inhabitants.
The Duke of Sutherland replied.

A banner acraoss the line read in
Manx “Success to the Iron Road he-
tween Douglas and Peel.”

In the station an ample supply of
wines and confectionery (from Mr.
Corrin. of Douglas) was provided by
the contractors, Messrs Watson and
Smith,

On the steamer on the previous day
the passenger list included a Mr. J. B.
Smith, and he was possibly 1 member
of the contractors’ firm or more likely
an engine driver from Blackburn who
settled with his family in Peel. (He
was grandfather of the present Editor
of the ‘Courier.’)

There was another train from Dou-
glas and the official guests and many
other people paid a visit (o Peel Castle.

The return journey was made in the
fast time of 2732 minutes averaging
25 m.p.h.

THE BANQUET

In addition to dancing and a {fire-
works display there was in the evening
a4 grand banqguet held in the Volunteer
Drill Shed on ‘the Lake.

150 banners hung from the roof
beams. there were evergreens and col-
oured decorations (by Cleator and Co.)
and the food and drink for the banquet
was supplied by Mr, Thomas Martin,
of the Victoria Hotel

There was a large number of guests
present including representatives of the
Insular Press and also reporters from
the London Times and several other
English newspapers,

The guests had to endure & tremen-
dous toast list which began with the
Joval toast and another to "Their Royal
Highnesses the Prince of Wales. and
members of the Roval Family

The Governor was next honoured.
then ‘the Bishop and Clergy’ and there
wias a ‘long speech” by the Archdeacon
in reply,

Mr. John Pender. M.P. proposed
the toast o the Manx Legisluture and
Deemster Stephen repiicd for the Legis-
lative Council and Major Taubman for

Continwed on pace 8




First Train — Continued
the House of Keys,

The *Army. Navy and Reserve For-
ces’ were next on the list with replies
from Capt. Goldie. RN, and Capt.
Spittall for the Army.

The Governor was on his feet again
10 toast the directors and the Duke
of Sutherland responded.

Mr. Pender praised the engineer and
contractors and Mr. H. Vignoles re-
plied. also Mr. Watson. Mr. Sheward
proposed the health of Mrs. Loch and
the ladies and His Excellency replied.
Mr. E. C. Farrant also replied on be-
half of the ladies,

This did not conclude the festivities
for there was a ball in the Drill Shed
on the following evening and the report
in the ‘Isle of Man Times’ stated that
it opened at 10 p.m. with a quadrille
and 200 people attended.

This then was the auspicious opening
of the railway which was to run for
ninety-two vears before being closed.
and which is about to be reopened
again after a break of a year and eight
months,

With about five weeks to go before
the re-opening of the Isle of Man Rail-
way, the new directors have received
many offers of belp and assistance in
getting the railway back in business
in readiness for the June 3rd opening.

Some members of the Manx Steam
Railway Socierv, which was originally
formed to save the railway. have of-
fered 10 work free of charge. Ruilway

enthusiasts  from England and  else-
where are making arrangements o get
to the opening ceremony ar Douglas
Station.

Recently  steam was raised in the

Engine No. 5. Mona. A rip of inspec-
tion was then made from Douglas to
Peel. the section which will be open
first after the opening ceremons.

A rehearsal run with the Marguess
of Ailsa (new Chairman} and Sir Philip
Wombwell, a direcior. as passengers
was made the following day.

The signing of the 21 year lease of
the railway took place at a ceremony
at Douglas and carried out by
Lord Ailsa, Sir Philip and Lord
Strange. Lord and Lady Ailsa
their three children. have been spe
a working holidav on the
help get the r in working order.

WS

and

Island

Arrangemenis for the opening ob

June 3rd are:r Siation gates will open
ar 10-30 with the openming ceremom
at 11-150 The directors special tram
jeaves at 11-45 followed at fifteen ni-

nufe Is by three other trams on
hich are from £1 down o

Service  siarty at

Normal

10s, veturn.
p.oL

abour 2
Sir

will he

TUT as s

He savs they are hoping to run at a
profit and services will be worked out
on a trial and error method those
not wanted will be replaced by more
popular routes, The railway will be
run to a standard timetable seven davs
a week in the summer, Nearly twenty
former emplovees have been taken on
again.

Note — It was on January 20th 1965
that the Railway Company announced
in a circular to debenture holders and
shareholders that the Railway would
be closing down after 93 vears.

OBITUARIES

COWELL, Mrs. Abigail, of San Diego.
Californie. passed away on Muarch
4th., 1967, aged 83. Mrs, Cowell
was born in Douglas, Isle of Mun.

in 1883 and came to the United

States with her hushand in 1902.

She is survived by her hushand. I.

Marshall: a son. Thomas M., colonel

of the U.S. Air Force. retired: a

daughter, Jessie Morris of San Diego:

four grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren,

GARRETT, Willis L
Florida, died on Wednesday, May
10th.. 1967, He is survived by his
wife, Elizabeth: two daughters. Mrs.
William (Dorothy) Price of Fuguay-
Varina. N, Carolina: Mrs. Harlan
(Wilma) Guite of Birmingham.
Mich.; four grandchildren: one bro-
ther. Carlton: one sister. Miss Alice
Garrett  of Rochester. N.Y.. and
several nieces and nephews,

KELLY. Emily May. passed awav
Castletown. Isle of Man on Januu
6th.. 1967 She was buried in Malew
Cemeterv. Miss Kelly lived for 11
vears with her sister Mrs. Edith A.
Craine in Butte. Montana. and they
both went home with the first home-
comers m 1927, Their father Sidnev
Kelly was school masier at Cronk-
yv-Voddy for manv vears,

of Zephyr Hills,

KELLY, 1. F'd‘.«in (Ted). of Clevelund.
died sud’i on May 15th., 1967,

aged 78. Mr, Kelly was the hushand
of the late Minnie Berger Kellv and
is survived by two daughters, Helen
(Mrs. Rabert L) Hunt of Bellevilie,
L and Lo (Mrs, Roy Py McPher-

son of Piusburgh, Pa. & brother.
Alfred. and sisters. Sissie. Minni
and Péim. all of the Isle of Muan
and five grandchildren,

MARRION. Mrs, Essie, puassed  on
Aprib 3nh. 1967 and was lad 1o

difornm on May

Kirk Michael,

rest i Ventura, o
3rd. She was born

Isle of \Ezm_ in came 1o
Californ i b 1905, She
with b i and three

othor ated  the

Los Angeles Manx Society in 1923
and worked very hard during those
first vears to make it a thriving so-
ciety. She wiil be deeply missed,
MARRION, George Ravmond of Mon-
tery Park. California, died on March
19th.. 1967. Born in 1906. George
was the eldest son of the late Georyge
Marrion and his wife. Essie. and

was the last Vice-President of the
Los Angeles Manx Socicty. He is

survived by his wife, Virginia; a son,
James: an adopted daughter, Sheila:
his mother: a sister, Madaline: two
brothers, Reggie and Ernest: two
cousins, Peggie and Joan. and an
aunt. Mrs. Lillian Marrionn Tipper.
MEREDITH. George. died in Van-
couver, Mr. Meredith who lived in
Ottavwa until hiv retirement a few
vears ago 1s the brother-in-law o1
Caveen of Toronteo.

Mr. Fred
of Mrs, J. Cope of Montreal,

MORRISON. William R. of Miami.
Florida, died May 3rd.. 1967 after

a hingering iliness. Born in Peel. lsle

and

of Man. July 3. 1882, he had resided
in the United States for a greas
number of yveurs bheing engaged in
construction work, He is survived
by his wife Margaret E. Morrison
of NMNiami.

QUAYLE., M, Thomas (Beutriced
passed away April 1, in St Peters-
burg. Florida, She was the widow
of the late Thomas P. Qu
for manv veuars. served as
urer of the Chicago Manx

She is survived by a daughter,
Mildred Johns two

grandet

and five ¢ grandchildren.  She
was the aunt Mrs. Ethel thin
ROBINSON. therine  (Bettvl nde
Cannelll died in Lukewood Hospitad

Lakewood. Chio. on April 15 after
a stroke, She was the doughier of
late Mr. and Mrs, George C

of 1

feveland.

formerly of
Isle of Muan. She leaves her hu
William W, Rohinson:  thre
David, Neil and Paull a daug
Mrs, Judith Alden: four gra
dren and & brother. William €

Mrs. Robinson was an acine and

known Girt Scout leader and

wetl

- death

worker in cf HVITIes.
at <430y dey regretied hes
friends  and  co-workers ihese




