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CORONAVIRUS STRIKES AGAIN!
2020 CONVENTION CANCELLED - MOVED TO 2022

Sadly, the 2020 North American Manx Association
Convention was another victim of the Coronavirus. On
April 10, the NAMA Board held a virtual meeting and
decided that holding a Convention this year was too
fraught with uncertainty and that holding two Conven-
tions on consecutive years was asking too much of the
membership in terms of money and time commitment.

The Board voted to move all of the Standish/Mayflower
Manx Connection Convention plans, originally scheduled
for this year, to 2022. We hope to have everything exactly
as scheduled for this year, including the appearance of
guest lecturer and entertainer, Ruth Keggin, who has said
she would be delighted to come and see us then.

The Plimoth Plantation tour, the visit to the Mayflower
and our interaction with character actor, Captain Myles
Standish are still (hopefully) going to happen!

For people who had already made their Hotel 1620
reservations, the hotel is cancelling them. They will hold
the price over to 2022 but we will need to rebook rooms
from late 2021. We'll keep you updated on these plans
through email, Facebook and the NAMA Bulletin. For
everyone who had completed their NAMA Reservation
Form and submitted the fee, the Treasurer will return
all Convention payments, soon.

To stay informed about upcoming plans, please let us have
your email if you do not already receive updates from us.
Please send you email details to kelly@mustgoto.com.

Start planning for the 2022 North American Manx
Association Convention which will be held at Hotel
1620, on Plymouth Harbor, and will run from 4th-7th
August 2022. It'll be worth the wait!

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

First, and foremost, I hope that you are safe and healthy
and the same for your loved ones.

But it is with a heavy heart that I tell you that we unani-
mously voted to cancel the 2020 NAMA Convention in
Plymouth Massachusetts.

While we're sorry to have postponed it to 2022 we hope
you'll understand. Some of our members have already
registered for this year’s convention, and you will be re-
funded in full.

But to keep everyone motivated we have come up with
some ideas. In the coming months, if you have provided
us your email address, you may receive an email about
participating in some teleconferences coordinated by
David Holmes. These will include various topics about
the Isle of Man and life on the Isle of Man. Essentially,
working to keep us engaged and connected without leav-
ing the safety of our homes. David, is also open to topic
suggestions so please reach out to him with your wish list.

Additionally, the wonderful Lucy Peterson our
genealogist wizard, was on the call and we anticipate her
receiving more queries as many DNA companies have
now been able to further narrow down regions includ-
ing Isle of Man as opposed to just Celtic. She is always
open for questions about genealogy and will help you to
the best of her abilities. page 2 >>
Please look at the cover of this newsletter, above

your name and address; if it says “please pay”
and either $15 or $20, make your check payable

to NAMA and mail it to John Prendergast NAMA
Treasurer, 10251 S. Bell Ave., Chicago, IL 60643-1901
(The form is on page 7)




I'm going to indulge in two shout-outs: the first goes
to the NAMA board for coming together with very little
notice in the middle of a religious holiday to have a
meaningful discussion using a technology that many
had not used previously. I am truly honored to work
with such a wonderful and thoughtful group of people.

The second shout-out is for the Ottawa Manx Society,
which is very recently established and have paired their
Facebook page with the NAMA page and the engage-
ment from them gives us all hope for future societies.

Please feel free to reach out to the board if you have any
questions, comments or suggestions, we do not want
this pause in conventions to dampen your enthusiasm
for NAMA and the Isle of Man.

Stay Safe,
Katy Prendergast

LET’S GET BIGGER!

The Board is keen to spend the next two years
generating new members and societies by visiting
areas of potential. We have identified Cleveland, OH and
Ottawa, Canada as potential hubs for growth.

If any Society wishes to attend a local Celtic Fair and
have a table or booth that promotes the Isle of Man, a
local Society and the North American Manx Association
please be aware that the North American Manx Associa-
tion will pay the fee. We also have a box of items which
can be used to promote the island and lure people in to
talk to you about the TT Races, Manx cats and the fact
it’s not in the UK!

TYNWALD DAY CHANGES

This year's Tynwald Day celebrations will be cut back
due to the coronavirus outbreak. The President of Tyn-
wald has announced the Tynwald Fair, the attendance of
VIP guests and the military guard of honor have all been
cancelled. Some functions of the day have been deemed
essential, so the promulgation of Acts, presentation of
petitions and swearing in of coroners will all go ahead
on Monday 6 July. Plans on how these aspects of the
day will be carried out are still being finalized by the
Tynwald

Ceremony Arrangements Committee.

FUN WITH GENEALOGY!

Want something fun to do during your time at home?
These are some enjoyable activities you can do with
your account on Family Search. If you didn't already do
this, go to www.familysearch.org and sign up. Add in
your family history information to Family Tree. Go back
as far as you can, adding in photos and memories and
such as you go. These will be the basis for the activities
you do. Once you have at least some of your informa-
tion in place, you are ready to have some fun. At the top
of the home page of Family Search, there is a tab for
“activities.” Click on that tab and select “all activities.”
This will take you to a screen with a myriad of choices.
Try one or try them all.

For example, try, “Where Am I From."” Using the informa-
tion you have entered, it will take you to a world map
and show numbers of ancestors who have been born in
areas of the world. As you click and move in on the map,
it breaks down into more specific places. My map shows
161 in Western Europe. When I zoom in a bit, I see 56 in
the United Kingdom area. Zoom in more and there are 47
on the Isle of Man. A little more, and I see 8 in Peel, 11 in
Kirk Michael, 11 in Ballaugh, etc.

Another fun one is called “All About Me.” This will take
you to a page that is based on your name and year of
birth. Want to know how much a gallon of gas cost the
year you were born or who won the World Series that
year? A caveat is that this site is created by the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and some of the info
reflects their own culture. Just skip the items that don't
have meaning for you.

One of my favorites is called “Compare-a-Face.”You need
to take a picture of yourself and then it will compare
how much you look like your ancestors. It uses com-
puterized points of facial recognition and will analyze
what percentage of your features are like a particular
progenitor. It doesn’t add all together to make 100%, but
rather tells you how much your face looks like this an-
cestor and how much like another. The percentages are
only between you and one grandmother/father at a time.
It can only use the photos you have put in your tree,
so be sure to have many added.

It's also fun to put yourself into your ancestral photos
and see what you might have looked like “back then.”



Again, this one needs pictures in the system. This is
called “Picture my Heritage.” You could see what you
might have looked like in your great-grandmother’s
wedding gown!

The “Ancestor Challenge” is a fun game that will get
some kids memorizing their ancestors’ data so they
can beat their siblings. Be sure to check out “In-home
Activities.” This will give you ideas to do at home such
as journaling, finding your talents, knowing your own
story, etc. It's a good place for ideas and a jumping off
point for you to come up with your own ideas.

Now, I'm going to give you two more places to have
fun, but I won't go into them too much right now. Just
explore on your own. Check out The Family History
Guide https://www.thefhguide.com/. This is a free gene-
alogy site that can guide you step-by-step through doing
almost any family history research and using various
websites like Ancestry, Find My Past, etc. But they also
have a ton of ideas for family activities. Check them out.

Another place to go is https://fhtl.byu.edu/ (BYU
Family History Technology Lab). They have games
to play! There data also comes from what you have

entered into Family Tree on Family Search. You really
have to play Geneopardy and Wheel of Family Fortune
with your family members! And don't miss Relative
Finder to see how you might be related to famous people.

Have fun with family history while you're staying home!
Lucy Q. Peterson, lucygp@msn.com

CALLING ALL NAMAYOUTH

AWARD NOMINEES

Please nominate a young person from your Society to
receive this award despite the fact we won't be meeting
at a Convention this year. The Isle of Man Department of
Education created an award to be given every two years
at the North American Manx Association Convention.

The award recognizes young people living in North
America for their contribution in maintaining an aware-
ness of the Isle of Man and its culture. The Department of
Education and Children aims to encourage young people
with Manx connections growing up in North America to
perform Manx Music, learn the Manx language, or learn

some other aspect of Manx culture and history. The prize
includes a check for US$200 and free lifetime member-
ship of the North American Manx Association from
NAMA, and an award hewn from Pooill Vaaish marble
from the Isle of Man Government.

The winner must demonstrate an interest in Manx cul-
ture or history by sharing their knowledge through es-
say, art, multimedia, performance art, etc. Nominations
will be accepted via the internet or by snail mail. Each
nomination must be in the form of a short description of
the nominee’s work that explains how this relates to the
Isle of Man. Photos or video of the original work should
accompany the nomination (soft or hard copies).

Nominees must provide contact details for themselves
and one reference that may be used by the judges to dis-
cuss the work and its authenticity. All initial contacts
should go to kelly@mustgoto.com who will pass them on
to the youth award team.

BEGGAN GAELG: THE FARMER

Farming has always been a big business on the Isle of
Man, with about 75 percent of the island or 107,210
acres today used for agricultural purposes, both crops
and grazing, according to the Manx government. Some
Manx families have farmed the same land for centu-
ries, and the Manx word for a town, balley, also means
farm or homestead and appears in many farm names.

That's true in Irish and Scottish Gaelic as well (the
word in both is spelled “baile”), but when it comes to
the words for farmer and farming, the Manx part ways
with their Gaelic cousins and use a distinct and inter-
esting word. A farmer is an eirinagh in Manx. That's
not the same as a Yernagh, or Irish person, though the
“eirin” at the start of the word might mislead you.

Instead, eirinagh, along with eirinys, which means
farming or husbandry, derives from a special term used
in medieval Gaelic in Ireland, airchinneach, denoting a
person responsible for the maintenance of church lands.
Historians anglicize airchinneach as “erenagh” when
discussing agriculture and land ownership in medieval
Ireland (the parts controlled by the Gaelic Irish).

These “erenaghs” originally were the heads of ecclesi-
astical communities, and would have been responsible



for the lands of their monasterium. By the later Mid-
dle Ages, however, the erenaghs had become the chief
tenants of church lands, as Henry A. Jeffries describes
in his paper “Erenaghs in Pre-Plantation Ulster,”
published by the Catholic Historical Society of Ireland.

As with most things in Gaelic society, the role of
erenagh was hereditary, passed down through
centuries in some family lineages. Mac an Airchinnigh
(MacEnerny) is an Irish surname. It's interesting that
this word has survived as “eirinagh” in Manx, although
it dropped by the wayside long ago in Ireland and
Scotland, where feirmedir and tuathanach are used,
respectively.

Does the survival of the term eirinagh point to actual
Manx “erenaghs” in the Middle Ages? I don't know of
any record of such, and they would likely predate the
arrival of the Stanleys in the early 1400s. Perhaps the
term was borrowed from the Irish, or used for those
who farmed church lands and that original sense of
the word was lost and reduced to “farmer.”

If anyone can throw more light on the origins of this
Manx word, please let us know.

-- Illiam Cassidy

MANX QUIZ

1. In which sea is the Isle of Man situated?

2. During which month of the year do the Isle of Man
Tourist Trophy races usually take place?

3. Which is the main sea port of the Isle of Man?

4. What is the name of the small island situated off the
south-west tip of the Isle of Man?

5. What is the emblem of the Isle of Man?

6. What is the Laxey Wheel?

7. Peel Castle and Cathedral are not located within the
main town of Peel, but on a separate island. What is
the name of this island?

8. Which unusual form of transport can you use to trav-
el along Douglas promenade?

9. What is the highest peak on the Isle of Man?

10. What is the name of the Isle of Man parliament?

11. What is the name of the pop group, born on the is-
land, who recorded “Stayin’ Alive.”

12. While the Isle of Man is a British crown dependency,
it was far more progressive than the mainland, giving
women the right to ____ long before Britain did.
Thanks to the Minnesota Manx for this great quiz.
(Answers on bottom of Page 5)

LOCAL SOCIETY NEWS

Remember! The North American Manx Association
will pay the fees if your Society decides to participate
in a local Celtic Festival. Contact our Treasurer, John
Prendergast at jprendergast4cdot@yahoo.com when you
have made your plans. Contact kelly@mustgoto.com to
arrange to have the Manx items sent to you.

WASHINGTON D.C. AREA MANX SOCIETY

On January 12" The Washington Area Manx
Society held a 12t Night celebration. It was well
attended with about 25 Manxies. We socialized, had a
business meeting, and some great food! We also had our
now traditional Laxey Swap gift exchange and swept
out the Old Year. Our Viking first footer (qualtagh)
presented us with a coin, coal and bonnag for wealth,
warmth and food in the coming year. Our next
outing was scheduled for the Spring but was cancelled,
due to the pandemic, but we are hoping to have it
rescheduled. It was to be a wine tasting at a
Northern Virginia winery which was going to pair
each wine with a food from each Celtic nation. We
are also going to be part of an inaugural group testing
virtual events held on Zoom/Facebook/YouTube
with the North American Manx Association.
~ Kearsley Rand

OTTAWA MANX SOCIETY

My name is David (“Dave”) Gray, and together with fel-
low Ottawa resident Liz Lefrancois, and Kelly McCarthy
of NAMA, our hopes are to create a thriving and active
Ottawa Area Manx cultural society. Our online Face-
book presence has been growing since its start in Janu-
ary 2020, and some of our posts have even been ‘liked’
and promoted by Barrule musician Tamas Callister and
Manx song siren Ruth Keggin. It is still early days but
interest in our Face Book page continues to grow. Please
help us to expand our reach by visiting our Face Book
page and recommending it to your friends and family.
The focus of our page is on all things Manx. page 6 >>



LIST OF NORTH AMERICAN MANX ASSOCIATION OFFICERS:

Honorary President
Lawrence “Larry” Fargher

Honorary Vice-Presidents

Noel Cringle, OBE, Isle of Man
Aimee Corlett, President World Manx
Association, IOM

Immediate Past-President
Jim Kneale, Greater Washington Area
Manx Society

Past Presidents

Jack Cormode

Brad Prendergast
Laurence Skelly, MHK
Sally Dahlquist

Jim Corlett

Jody Morey

Kelly McCarthy

President
Katy Prendergast, Chicago, IL
katyprendergast@gmail.com

1st Vice-President
Kelly McCarthy
kelly@mustgoto.com
1751 Olde Towne Road,
Alexandria, VA 22307

2nd Vice-President
Brad Prendergast, Chicago, IL
brad@lawyerbrad.com

3rd Vice President
David Holmes, Douglas, Isle of Man
david.holmes@manx.net

Secretary

Bill McCarthy
bill@wjmassociates.com
1006 Cameron Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314

Treasurer & Membership Secretary
John Prendergast
Jprendergast4cdot@yahoo.com
10251 S Bell Avenue,

Chicago, IL 60643

Website and Bulletin Editor
Kelly McCarthy
kelly@mustgoto.com

Tel: 703-718-0172

1751 Olde Towne Road,
Alexandria, VA 22307

Webmaster
Jim Kneale, Clarksville, MD
Jim.kneale@gmail.com

Chaplain

Rev. Canon Stephen Shaitberger
stephenschaitberger@charter.net

2356 W Via Rialto Ave Meza, AZ 85202

Genealogist
Lucy Q. Peterson, Buffdale, UT
lucygp@msn.com

Trustees

Matthew Blower, Alexandria, VA
Bill Cassidy, Alexandria, VA

Mim Blower, Arlington, VA

IN MEMORIAM

A note from the Chaplain Stephen Schaitberger:

If you know of someone who has died since
our last convention in 2018 please forward this
information to him to include name, date of

death, and last residence.

The same is true for those who need our prayers

due to serious illness.

Stephen Schaitberger

stephenschaitberger@charter.net

1402 S. 8th St.
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-330-1402

Persons who are in serious Illness
Palmquist, Anita - Blindness
Fargher, Larry - Honorary President

Name of Deceased Date of Death Last Residence
Bobnar, Gladys M. 22-Jul-15 Sarasota, FL
Clucas, Robert 8-Aug-19 Kewnee, ILL
Corlett, Richard 25-Sep-18 Suqumish, WA
Creer,Mona 2017 Orland Park, I1
Ernst, Polly Fargher 2018 California
Hughes, John F. 19-Jan-19 Ambherst,NY
Leafer, Janice 1-Jun-19 Excelsior, MN
Quine, Clarence 12-Feb-18 Strongville, Ohio
Ritter, Jane A. 8-May-19 Rochester, NY
Scarffe, Albert
Schaitberger, Kristin 25-Jul-19 Chaska, MN
Shipman, Elizabeth 1-Mar-18 Richardson, TX
Standish, Norm 28-0Oct-19 Lanark, IL
Todd, David A 14-Aug-17 Tacoma, WA
Woodruff, Keig 18-Jan-17 Chicago, IL
Shipman, Avril 29-Jul-19 Hyattsville, MD
Corkish, John 2019 Winnipeg, Man, CA
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Our collective Manx heritage is a truly incredible gift
and we are proud to share it with Canada and the
wider world. A little more more about the co-founders
of the Ottawa Area Manx Society: Liz hails from Peel
and my late Crellin grandfather was born in Douglas
but raised in Castletown. He lies at rest at Happy Val-
ley and had distant Caine relatives in Ohio, USA. Liz
is a retired federal government employee and I am a
full-time self-employed lawyer in Canada, who is also
a former London UK police officer. We look forward to
getting to know you all in the fullness of time!

MANX SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA

\ - i
L-R: Peggy Rudnitski, Pat Boehne, Heather Johnson, Norbert
Johnson, Doug Cain, Jim Anderson, Sally Dahlquist, and

Kerry Shimmin. Pic by Amy Rudnitski.

We gathered at the Good Earth around 5:30 for a
meeting filled with fun and good food. This meeting
theme was wildflowers that are in bloom on the island
around this time of year. As we were setting up Sally
shared a fun fact about the table flags she brings to the
meetings and that is that they are all from the 1984
convention. We ordered and ate some delicious
seasonal food from the excellent wait staff and settled
down for the. flower presentation where we learned
that the Cushag is the unofficial national flower.
They have wildflower walks on the IOM and you
can find out more information about that at
www.manxwildflowers.com. We also had a handout
with about 37 flowers that are blooming on the island
this time of year with a small article at the end about
the honey bees. After we welcomed a member back by
going around and sharing all our family stories with
Doug Cain starting with Pat Boehne, one of the 1979
founding members. He shared with us his father was
Donald Cain and their relatives were from Peel. We
then had the raffle which included some Manx items
and some spring time flower arrangements donated by
Peggy. The meeting wound down with more stories and
chatting until it was time to go.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA MANX SOCIETY

Kim and Peter hosted a wonderful gathering for the
Northern California Manx in January. Jack officiated
the meeting as we conducted some business and heard
some reports of visits to the island as well as some
stories and show and tell. We were treated to a 30 min-
ute video interview of Manxman Mark Cavendish,
world-renowned bicycle sprint racer extraordinaire.
He was born in Douglas and lives in Laxey. He led his in-
terviewer on a training bike ride around the island while
telling stories of his growing up there. Really touching!

Elaine Stephenson, accompanied by her son, Tim, did
a ‘show and tell’ with a few items, the most admired
being her commemorative tea cup (Shown on the cover
of this Bulletin).

Marlene Quayle Duffin talked about her Manx immi-
grant ancestors, emphasizing the hardships they had
to endure so that we could have the life we do. Unlike
the Cannons, the Quayles were from the beginning of
the Island’s recorded history a very numerous family,
and many of them attained prominence and influence
ecclesiastically and politically in its affairs. In Ireland,
whence the name also came to the Island, its uncon-
tracted form was MacPhail (meaning Paul’s son). After
its transplanting it assumed various forms: MacQuaile,
MacQuayle, Quaill, Quale and Quaylle, all versions
being found in the early manorial records and parish
registers. Since the 17th century it has generally been
spelled Quayle. A ballad of 1507 which has 56 verses,
the 25th began with “Then there came Quinney and
then came Quayle.” As early as 1422...there is scarcely a
section in which there is not to be found the name
Quayle as one of the most widely distributed in the
whole Island. Family History as recounted by the father
of Marlene Quayle Duffin, Donald Killip Quayle.

In addition to Tim Stephenson, other special guests were
Dawn and Tom Schaeffer, the daughter and son-in-law of
Marlene Storey.




NAMA Member Enrollment
See membership categories below.
Name(s)

Street

City State/Prov. Zip/PC

Email address

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

Annual $15.00

Life

Under 50 years $250.00

50 to 59 years $175.00

60 years or over $125.00

Junior Member - Under Age 21 years FREE  Note Age here
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

Annual $20.00

Life (2 adults, based on age of youngest)

Under 50 years $325.00

50 to 59 years $235.00

60 years or over $200.00

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP (Not for use by individuals)
Annual $20.0

MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE $5.00
The membership certificate design and coloring have special significance relative to the Isle of
Man. A letter of explanation is sent with each certificate.

METAL MEMBERSHIP PIN $5.00
(1" diameter, has NAMA logo featuring 3 legs, eagle and oak leaf in gold, red and white.)

CONTRIBUTION $

To further NAMA's goals. (United States tax deductible as allowed by law)
(If current or any past employer matches contributions, send any required
forms to NAMA for completion. Thank you.)

TOTAL REMITTANCE (U.S. DOLLARS ONLY) $

Please send check made out to NORTH AMERICAN MANX ASSOCIATION to:
John Prendergast, NAMA Treasurer, 10251 S. Bell Avenue, Chicago, IL 60643-1901



North American Manx Association
John Prendergast

10251 S. Bell Avenue,

Chicago, IL 60643

Collector’s Corner

The Coronation Cup is dated June 22, 1911. Cups were given
to every school child in the UK to celebrate the coronation of a
new King and Queen, King George V and Mary of Teck (or so the
story goes). She was from the kingdom of Wurttemberg, (now part
of Germany). The King is pictured in a dark blue uniform with
capulets, a sash and many medals, and a cross hangs from his neck.
No crown. The queen wears a low neck dress with a tiara on her
head and a choker and several strand of beads around her neck.
These are Queen Elizabeth’s grandparents on her father’s side. The
cup is imprinted with a royal seal and crown. There is a lion and a
horse and another tiny lion on a crown with a tiny crown on its
head. There are two flags on each side, the Union Jack and a red flag
with prancing lions. The same two flags are on the Queen’s side with
a better view of the latter flag that shows an angel on a blue field and
more lions. (Is it the flag of Wurttemberg?) Printed on the back of
the cup is; PARISH OF RUSHEN ISLE OF MAN. My mother
was six years old and in the First Grade and living in Port St. Mary.
My mother gave the cup and other items to me as she knew how

much I would treasure them. ~ Elaine Stephenson



