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REMEMBERING FLORENCE KNEALE ABBINANTI
This issue of our North American Manx Association  
bulletin is dedicated to our staunchest member Florence 
(Kneale) Abbinanti, of Evergreen Park, Chicago, Illinois 
who recently passed away following a very short illness. 
Florence was a life-long member of the Chicago Manx 
Society, serving as treasurer for many years, a very keen 
member of the North American Manx Association, and is 
the mother of our current treasurer, John Prendergast, and 
Past-President, Brad Prendergast.  She is the grandmother 
of our current President, Katy Prendergast.

Florence saw in her hundredth birthday on July 1, 2020 
and passed away on Wednesday, September 9, 2020. She 
was born in the South Shore neighborhood of Chicago to 
John Alfred Kneale and Elizabeth (Elliott) Kneale.

Florence’s parents emigrated from the IOM, with her 
father coming in 1907, and her mother arriving in the 
USA after WW1, in 1918.   Her parents were married 
in Chicago. John Kneale, along with fellow Manxman, 
Charles Kneen, formed Kneale & Kneen and built multi-
unit apartment buildings and single family homes in 
the south side of the City of Chicago.  Every one of those 
buildings stands to this day, as a testament to the line 
from the Manx National Anthem, “built firm as Barrule!”
 
Florence participated in Chicago Manx meetings as  
a child, and attended the first NAMA convention, 
as well as homecomings to the IOM in 1928.   She is  
pictured here with Bob Kelly in 1928 on Hango Hill, near  
Castletown.  

Her 1930 stay in the IOM lasted 5 months, and she  
attended school in Douglas while there.  The fam-
ily stayed at The Formby, a boarding house on Douglas 
Promenade that was owned and operated by her pater-
nal aunts.  Florence attended NAMA Conventions in 1928 
and 1929, and the Homecoming in 1930, and 1933, and 
then the Great Depression and WW2 intervened.   She 
attended the 1948 convention in Peoria, and then took 
time out to raise her family.  She attended the 1972 Con-

vention in Niagara Falls and the Homecoming for the 
Millennium of Tynwald in 1979, where she met Queen 
Elizabeth, Lord of Mann.  She then attended the 1992 
Convention in the Isle of Man and the 1996 Convention 
in Madison, and every convention since!  Florence trav-
elled to the island several times, enjoying Conventions, 
Homecomings and visits with her extended family.

Florence enjoyed her family, her twice-weekly bridge 
games, and travelling.   She was proud of her Manx  
heritage, and was a great cook, cooking her mother’s 
and grandmother’s recipes. It took some effort to  
convert Imperial weight measures to US cup measures, 
but she still made her mother’s recipe for pie crust and 
Yorkshire pudding. There was always time enough for a 
home-cooked meal. Brad Prendergast.

Florence with her sons. L-R: Brad and John Prendergast



 

A MESSAGE  
FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Katy Prendergast

I think we can agree we WOULD have had a great sum-
mer in Plymouth MA.  When we notified you earlier that 
the convention this year was being postponed, we had 
not yet finalized what we should do to keep each other 
engaged while we are unable to meet in person. I am 
happy to announce that we are putting together a slate 
of online activities over the next couple of years until 
we can see each other again. I know local societies are 
struggling for many of the same reasons and we don’t 
want you to lose interest in your heritage, nor in the 
North American Manx Association. 

Currently, we are planning our second Zoom  
meeting with David Holmes (2nd Vice President) and Ruth  
Keggin, the Manx language expert and famous musician 
who was scheduled to come and talk to us at the 2020 
convention, and has been invited again for 2022. It will 
be an interactive musical event. By the time you receive 
this Bulletin we will have had this virtual meeting. If 
you missed out on it, please be sure to send us your 
email address or follow us on Facebook, or check out 
the website, as we will be holding another in the future 
based around the Manx language.

When the Board held its Emergency Meeting to deter-
mine the postponement of our Convention until 2022 we 
also decided to “freeze” the Board so that we retain our 
current positions until we all meet again in Plymouth, 
MA in August 2022. Thank you to all who serve on the 
Board for their loyal commitment to our Association. 

If you’re wondering why this Bulletin is so big, we  
decided to cram as much as we could into this  
issue to make up for not meeting. Please send any  
information you think members would find interesting 
to kelly@mustgoto.com for our next edition scheduled 
for the end of the year. 

GREAT COVID-19  
LOCKDOWN STORY!

We are so pleased we received the following message on 
our NAMA Facebook page and that we got this postcard 
to Florence in time for her 100th birthday and before 
she passed away:

I found a postcard of the Castle Rushen from 1929, 
with a printed notice on the back announcing “On to 
Toronto” for the 2nd Manx Convention for members 
of the Chicago and Buffalo Manx Societies. It was un-
used, and it in very nice condition (I’m not a collector, 
so that’s just my opinion). At any rate, I have to use for 
it, but thought it might mean something to someone in 
your group. Would you like to have it? Just let me know, 
and give me an address, and I’ll get it in the mail to you 
as quickly as I can. Sounded interesting! Wishing you 
safety and health…Sue Wilson.

We wrote back and said:

Usually we would say thanks but no thanks as we have 
nowhere to store artifacts like this – but I think this 
would be a great gift to our oldest member WHO WAS 
AT THAT MEETING! and is 100 years old on July 1 this 
year. Would you be so kind as to send it to the attention 
of Mrs. Florence Abbinanti? Can you take a photo of 
you with it – we’ll get one of her with it – and we’ll send 
it to the IOM newspapers!

Sue was as good as her word. Then we received a photo 
from Florence.

We’ll let Sue have the last word in this lovely story:

I was born and raised in Ohio, as were both of my  
parents… then moved quite often, ending up in Las  
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Vegas, NV, for the past 10 years. We returned to Ohio last 
June, and I just started actually studying our family 
items since we’ve been quarantined with this virus. I’m 
just glad it was found while Florence was still alive and 
could appreciate it! I feel like I just lived an episode of 
“Unsolved Mysteries”. My friends on Facebook have told 
me that this was their favorite quarantine story. 

 

RIP DOLLIN KELLY RVB

The McCarthy/Kelly/Blower family also experienced a 
bereavement this year. Dollin Perric Grange Kelly (1931-
2020) passed away in June. Because of international 
travel restrictions invoked by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
family members were unable to visit Dollin in hospital, 
nor attend his funeral. 

Some of you will know his name through the many 
ways in which he was involved in Manx culture over de-
cades, dedicating his time and boundless energy to the 
Island’s poetry, language, history and more. In 2007 he 
received the RBV (Reih Bleeaney Vanannan) for his life-
long contribution to Manx culture, when some of his 
contributions to the Isle of Man were listed: “As a class-
room teacher and head teacher, his profound interest in 
all things Manx meant that the hundreds of pupils for 
whom he was responsible benefitted from learning more 
about their heritage and culture. He was involved with 
the old Board of Education’s Local Studies Group and 
was the first Chairman of its Manx Language Section. 
He organised annual local studies conferences and en-
couraged the idea of teaching Manx in schools, which 

is now an established practice. Dollin also produced  
Manx resources for use in schools, including a 45 rpm 
recording of Manx pronunciation.

He has been an exponent of the poems of T. E. Brown, 
performing them widely. He produced the acclaimed 
one-man show of Brown’s narrative poem Betsy Lee, 
which he took to Edinburgh and performed as part of 
the annual Edinburgh Festival. This was also issued as a 
cassette. By request of Culture Vannin, Dollin Kelly also 
produced a specially edited book of T. E. Brown’s poetry 
for use in schools, he said it was “the work I am most 
proud of”. The collection contains extensive notes about 
the poetry explaining its background and meaning, and 
has been an invaluable aid for promoting the poet’s 
work. Dollin has given many lectures on T. E. Brown and 
has given his time generously around Island schools.

His latest contribution to Manx culture is the publica-
tion of ‘New Manx Worthies,’ of which Dollin was the 
General Editor. Over ten years Dollin guided his editorial 
team and nearly one hundred contributors to produce 
a wealth of biographical detail for over 230 men and  
women whose lives shaped the Island in the 20th  
century.” Culture Vannin.

Over the years, Dollin gave talks to the Vancouver Manx and 
the Washington D.C. Manx Societies. He was the father of 
Kelly McCarthy, 1st Vice-president and grandfather of Mim 
and Matt Blower who are both NAMA Trustees. 

WE HELD A ZOOM MEETING!

With guest Paul Moulton from the Manx press we en-
joyed an hour of catch-up with how the Island has been 
dealing with the COVID-19 lockdown.  

Please look at the cover of this newsletter, above 
your name and address; if it says “please pay” 
and either $15 or $20, make your check payable  
to NAMA and mail it to John Prendergast NAMA 
Treasurer, 10251 S. Bell Ave., Chicago, IL   60643-1901  
(The form is on page 7) 
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST – 
MANX COUSINS

A photo taken in 1979 by David Holmes (our NAMA 2nd 
VP) (L-R) with his aunt, Pam Clague Duchars, cousin 
Ruth Jepson Scott, his cousin Florence Kneale Abbinan-
ti, and his mother, Marion Clague Holmes.  These are all 
cousins of Florence on her maternal side.  

COVID-19 ON THE ISLE OF MAN 
BY VALERIE CAINE

As Covid-19 marched around the globe, those living 
on the Isle of Man knew it was only a matter of time  
before it landed on our shores, and by the end of March the  
Island had closed its border to the rest of the world.

Along with other countries, the Island reacted by sending 
its workers and school children home. Public transport 
was reduced, the vulnerable and elderly requested to 
stay at home and many were advised only to venture out 
for shopping, fresh air and exercise. Interestingly, mask 
wearing (generally) was never mandatory. Although the 
Ben my Chree continued to sail the Irish Sea through-
out this time, air travel reduced considerably, as all but 
key workers and medical emergencies travelled to and 
from the UK. Despite all this, a sense of community spirit 
emerged as all community events were cancelled. 

Daily briefings (which have now ceased) given mostly 
by Chief Minister Howard Quayle and Health Minister  
David Ashford, began to dominant our lives, as we 
watched the number of positive cases rise. It’s fair to say 
that the response to the announcement of the Island’s 
first death from Covid-19 was tangible and hit home 
hard. 

Inevitably, both the TT and Festival of Motorcycling were 
lost. Manx National Heritage sites remained closed and 
the world renowned heritage railways did not fire up at 
the beginning of the season.

However, the number of positive cases continued to 
drop and, as we approached the end of May, some of the  
restrictions were lifted and – as a butterfly from a chrys-
alis – the Island gradually blossomed into life. Social 
distancing was removed, children returned to school and 
we began to make hesitant steps towards a normal life, 
although some people continued to work from home. A 
number of the Manx National Heritage sites re-opened 
with shorter hours and both the Isle of Man Steam Rail-
way and Manx Electric Railway trundled into life for a 
truncated season, albeit without the Snaefell Mountain 
Railway and Douglas Bay Horse Trams. Foreign students 
have also now been allowed back to King William’s Col-
lege under certain conditions. And we were able to return 
to the hairdressers - which came as a relief to many!

Some were quick to criticise the Isle of Man Government 
for what was deemed to be a slow response to closing the 
border and there was much anger and frustration from 
those who desperately wished to return home. Over time, 
residents were given permission to travel to the Island 
with strict instructions to quarantine, initially at the  
Comis Hotel in Santon, but later in their own homes. 
Family from the UK and further afield were not permit-
ted to visit the Island, although some requests are now 
(mid-September) being allowed. This brought pain to 
some who were unable to visit sick or dying relatives or  
attend funerals. When we hit a period of time with no new  
cases, those leaving the Island were permitted to  
return, but they were required to self-isolate for  
fourteen days after arriving back on the island. Anyone 
flouting these rules is liable to be cautioned, fined heavily 
or jailed. General travel from the UK is still not permitted, a  
situation likely to continue until the UK gets its COVID-19 
transmission numbers under control. 
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Many businesses have been hit badly, including  
tourism - and Islanders have been encouraged to take 
‘staycations’ in order to boost the economy. And remark-
ably the Isle of Man has been able to establish an ‘air 
bridge’ with Guernsey in the Channel Islands which is 
also currently without the virus. Life within the Island 
currently remains as normal (unlike many countries), 
although the long-term implications are unclear and no 
one knows how the virus will affect a community that 
had so little exposure to it. 

The Isle of Man declared its first case of Covid-19 in more 
than three months in early September – an incoming 
traveller –and the government is confident that it has not 
spread within the community due to the strict isolation 
rules. Previous to this development the Island had expe-
rienced 336 cases and 107 days without a known, new 
case of Covid-19. The death rate remains at 24 - largely 
involving a cluster within one care home which was sub-
sequently the focus of a criminal investigation for failure 
to observe COVID-19 mandated isolation protocols. 

Meanwhile, the island is enjoying itself. Concerts –  
impossible in the rest of the UK – are being held. Clubs, 

societies and sports are all back to normal and life for 
the Manx goes on in splendid isolation from the rest of 
the world.

HOLY DAYS, A HANGING,  
BURIED TREASURE:  

ALL IN A MANX CALENDAR 

On Christmas Day, 1967, a Chicago couple named  
Harold and Helen received a special gift -- a wall  
calendar from the Isle of Man filled with information 
about the Manx year, customs, and doings, with special  
mention of Manx holidays and sayings in the Manx 
language, Gaelg. 

This little calendar passed into the collection of Bob 
Kelly, and then into the hands of the North American 
Manx Association. Fifty-two years later, Brad Prend-
ergast of Chicago passed this bilingual Manx-English 
calendar, clouirit liorish Quine as Cubbon (printed by 
Quine and Cubbon) in Port Erin, on to me. Gura mie 
mooar ayd, Vrad (Many thanks, Brad)!
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The calendar, compiled by Manx language activist 
Douglas C. Fargher and published by Yn Cheshaght 
Ghailckagh, may be slightly out of date, but it contains 
a wealth of information about the Manx year just as 
valuable today as it was 53 years ago, reminders of 
history and traditions remembered and forgotten. And 
it ends with a two-page glossary of Manx Gaelic terms.

One important Manx term from the era: blaystan  
breneenagh, an atomic bomb.

I’d like to share some interesting moments from this 
Manx calendar. We’ll start with Mean Souree, the month 
of June (Mean Souree means “middle of summer,” by the 
way). You may not know that the Manx Asylum, accord-
ing to the calendar, opened on June 1, 1866.

Right away we run into controversy: Other sources put 
the opening of Ballamona Hospital in Strang, Braddan, 
as taking place on June 2, 1868. Whatever the date, the 
asylum was a long-awaited and welcome Victorian ad-
dition to the healthcare facilities on the island.

“Now the Asylum’s built, a noble pile / A home for all — 
well worthy of the Isle,” J.E. Pattison wrote in 1870 in 
Manxania: Rhymes and Legends. The “noble pile” was 
pulled down in 1998.

Other notable historical events noted in June: On June 5, 
1818, a Braddan farmer was hanged for sheep stealing. 
This must have been Robert Kewley, whose execution 
at the Claddagh, Castletown, was witnessed by 6,000 
people -- a large share of the Manx population then!

“The execution has excited a general and awful sensa-
tion -- being nearly 40 years since anything of the kind 
occurred in this Island,” the Manks Advertiser report-
ed. Earlier that year, Kewley stole a sheep from John  
Quiggin, of Ballayieree, according to the Manx Annals.

On a happier note, a “treasure trove” was discovered 
on the Derby Road, Douglas, on the 12th of June, 1894. 
The “Douglas Treasure Trove” was a collection of Old  
English (pre-Norman) coins and jewelry uncovered by 
workmen digging the foundation for a new house.

Those coins pre-dated by centuries the capture of Castle 
Rushen by Scottish King Robert the Bruce on June 21, 
1313. The Bruce, who claimed the island for Scotland,  
arrived in Ramsey on May 18 and besieged Castle Rush-
en, defended by one Dungall Macdowyle, for three weeks.

June is also packed with holidays -- holy days -- start-
ing with Doonaght Kingeesh and Jelune Kingeesh: Whit 
Sunday or Pentecost and Whit Monday, the first Sunday 
and Monday of the month. June 8 is Oie’l Columb Killey, 
the eve of the feast day of St. Colmcille or Columba.

Colmcille (d. 597) is one of the most famous Irish saints 
and the founder of the monastery of Iona in Scotland. 
Unfortunately, the annual Laa Columb Killey festival, 
held for more than 100 years in Arbory, Isle of Man, 
has been cancelled this year because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Other saint’s celebrated in June include Noo (Saint)  
Barnabas, Ean Bashtey (John the Baptist), and Peter, 
whose day, Laa’l Pheddyr, falls on the 29 of June. Doon-
aght Trianaid or Trinity Sunday fell on June 9 in 1968, 
and Feailley Chorp Chreest or Corpus Christi on June 13.

The calendar also starts each month in a Manx  
proverb. June’s is the memorable “Ta cree dooie ny share 
na kione croutagh.” That’s “A kind heart is better than a 
crafty head.” A good proverb for any month!

-- Bill “Illiam” Cassidy, NAMA Trustee

NAMA Member Enrollment

See membership categories below.
Name(s)_________________________________________________________________ 
Street___________________________________________________________________ 
City _____________________________State/Prov. _________ Zip/PC _______________
Email address _____________________________________________________________ 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

$15.00 ________

$250.00  ________

$175.00 ________

$125.00 ________

Annual 

Life

Under 50 years 
50 to 59 years 
60 years or over 
Junior Member - Under Age 21 years    FREE     Note Age here________

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

Annual $20.00 ________

Life (2 adults, based on age of youngest)

Under 50 years $325.00  ________

50 to 59 years $235.00  ________

60 years or over $200.00  ________

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP (Not for use by individuals)

Annual  $20.0              ________

MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE $5.00 ________
The membership certificate design and coloring have special significance relative to the Isle of
Man. A letter of explanation is sent with each certificate.

METAL MEMBERSHIP PIN $5.00  ________

(1" diameter, has NAMA logo featuring 3 legs, eagle and oak leaf in gold, red and white.)

CONTRIBUTION $________

To further NAMA's goals. (United States tax deductible as allowed by law)
(If current or any past employer matches contributions, send any required
forms to NAMA for completion. Thank you.)

TOTAL REMITTANCE (U.S. DOLLARS ONLY) $________

Please send to: John Prendergast, NAMA Treasurer, 10251 S. Bell Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60643-1901
Please send check made out to NORTH AMERICAN MANX ASSOCIATION to:  
John Prendergast, NAMA Treasurer, 10251 S. Bell Avenue, Chicago, IL 60643-1901



NORTH AMERICAN MANX ASSOCIATION CONVENTION MEMORIES FROM 1972

Memories of 1972 found by David Holmes in an old copy of Manx Life on the Isle of Man



LOCAL SOCIETY NEWS 

REVIVING THE CLEVELAND MANX SOCIETY	  

Katy Prendergast, our President, together with John 
Prendergast (our Treasurer) and Brad Prendergast  
(Past-President and 2nd-V-P), travelled to Cleveland  
during the height of the pandemic, for a socially  
distanced, outdoor meeting with four new members 
of the Cleveland Manx Society and the NAMA.   Mary 
Hitch, a long-time member of the Cleveland Manx also  
attended.   The purpose of the meeting was to start a  
conversation about breathing new life into the  
Cleveland Manx.   Like many of our local societ-
ies, Cleveland has seen a decline in membership as 
older members were not being replaced with newer,  
younger members.  Mary Hitch was able to bridge the gap  
between our newest members and some of the  
established members of the Cleveland Manx.  All of our 
local organizations should be reaching out for fresh 
blood.   The young members bring their curiosity and 
energy to the table, and the more senior members bring 
a wealth of experience. 
 
We met at the Highland Cemetery, which may seem to 
be a strange place for a Manx meeting.  With the pan-
demic we were safe outdoors, and everyone enjoyed the 
lovely weather for a late June day.  We met at the Mona’s 
Relief Society Monument, where many Manx men and  
women are buried.   Cleveland has always occupied a  
special place in the NAMA, as the place where it was 
born.  New Cleveland members Dan Reilly, Jon Blakely,  
Matthew Hout-Reilly, and Mitch Ring were all interested in  
joining the Cleveland Manx, and participating in their 
activities.  Mary Hitch was able to connect the new with 
the established members.

Having new members can keep an organization vibrant.  
The NAMA Board will do all it can to encourage local 
societies to recruit new members.   Please contact any 
board member for assistance in joining.

L-R:    Seated: Dan Reilly, Brad Prendergast, and Katy  

Prendergast. Standing:    Mary Hitch, John Prendergast,  

Matthew Hout-Reilly, Mitch Ring, and Jon Blakely.

WASHINGTON D.C. AREA MANX SOCIETY	  		

Ren Pope sent us these images of him and his  
ancestor. Ren looked it up and he’s the 4th cousin, 
8 times removed of James Murray, 2nd Duke of Athol, 
Lord of Mann. His 3x great-grandfather, John Murray, is  
his 11x great-grandfather. Can you see the likeness in 
the forehead?!
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ABC MANX QUIZ – COURTESY OF THE LATE JEAN & BOB KELLY, CHICAGO MANX. 
Andreas
T.E. Brown
Castletown
Deemsters
Ellan Vannin
Fairy Bridge
Glen

House of Keys
Irish Sea
Jurby
Kippers
Laxey
Mananan’s Cloak 
(Sea Mist)

Nickies or Nobbies
Orry
Peel
Quirk, Quayle, Quiggin 
(There are others!)
Ronaldsway
Snaefell

Tynwald
Ulster
Vikings
Wood
Manx
Yellow
Zinc

QUIZ ANSWERS



North American Manx Association
John Prendergast
10251 S. Bell Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60643

Following its multi-year refurbishment, the “Mayflower II” was towed back to Plymouth through the Cape Cod Canal. By chance, Bill and Kelly 
McCarthy and Mim Blower of the NAMA Board were on Cape Cod and managed to hitch a ride on a flotilla vessel accompanying this replica of the 
famous Pilgrim vessel on its homebound voyage. Members will get a chance to tour the ship in 2022 at the postponed NAMA Convention in Plym-
outh. The Manx Connection with the “Mayflower” is the Manx Captain of the Militia, Myles Standish.


