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message from the president

Dear Members,

As we end our Convention year of 2022 may I again thank 

everyone who worked to make it such a success. I hope 

the attendees liked the “Convention favor” we mailed 

to you in October. For those of you who didn’t attend, 

we complied a photo book of the weekend’s events as a 

memory for everyone to treasure of our time together in 

Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

Also following up for the Convention was the Zoom 

meeting we held on December 1st with Myles Standish 

of Plimoth Patuxet museum and estate. It was very  

interesting and entertaining. Maybe the only good thing 

to come out of the pandemic is our newfound ability and 

willingness to hold virtual meetings over the internet 

through platforms such as Zoom, Skype, Teams, etc. We 

encourage all of you to sign up whenever we email you or 

post details on Facebook, or the NAMA website. 

I’d like to thank everyone who has hosted a Celtic  

Festival booth, or stepped up in some other way to try 

and build a local Manx community this year. Remem-

ber NAMA will help with expenses, booth items, and  

advice. Please help to get the word out there. The  

lockdown seems to have spiked an increase in heritage 

and ancestry enquiries - let’s find our Manx kin!

The North American Manx Association Youth Award is 

now open for nominations as it was not awarded this 

year. The NAMA Youth Award came about in 2002 when 

the Isle of Man Department of Education and Children 

created the award to recognize a young person living 

in North America for their contribution in maintain-

ing an awareness of the Isle of Man and its culture. The  

Department aims to encourage young people with Manx  

connections growing up in North America to perform 

Manx Music, learn the Manx language, or learn some  

other aspect of Manx culture and history. There is a  

physical award from the Isle of Man as well as $200 prize 

from NAMA. Send nominations to kelly@mustgoto.com.

Until next year! 

Kelly

WANT TO STAY IN TOUCH?

Our website is www.namanx.org Find links to Manx  
Societies across America and Canada as well as news from 
the island and societies in the US. 

Regional societies take note, you need to keep your  
content updated, so email us your information as it 
changes and we will post it for you. (kelly@mustgoto.com)   
We’re also on Facebook. Our pages are called North 
American Manx Association and Kiarkyl ny Gaelgey  
(For Manx language fans).

If you have news you’d like to share with the members  
of the North American Manx Association, through this  

bulletin please email kelly@mustgoto.com.

Isle of Man featured  
in New York Times 

The Isle of Man has been featured in an article in the 
New York Times. It focuses on the Manx language re-
vival here on the Island. Mooinjer Veggey (Little Peo-
ple nursery school) director Phil Gawne is featured 
in the piece, and says it shows the ways in which 
Manx is viewed as extraordinary around the world. 
The article appeared in the November 24th edition.    

Please look at the cover of this newsletter, above your name 
and address; if it says “please pay” and either $15 or $20, make 
your check payable to NAMA and mail it to John Prendergast 
NAMA Treasurer, 10251 S. Bell Ave., Chicago, IL   60643-1901  
(The form is on page 7) 
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Manx Specialty Foods

Priddhas an’ herrin’

Priddhas an’ herrin’ is the national dish of the Isle of 

Man – although probably the most famous of all Manx 

dishes, it’s also one of the simplest to make. It consists 

of herring, potatoes, and raw onions. The potatoes are 

cooked with salt herrings which have been soaked in 

water overnight.

When both are fully cooked, the potatoes and the  

herring are drained and served with slices of raw  

onions and knobs of butter. Traditionally a glass of 

cold buttermilk is drunk with this dish. In the past, 

the dish was very popular because it supported the  

fishermen and subsistence farmers of the island.

Isle of Man Queenies

Isle of Man Queenies are medium-sized queen scallops 

that are sustainably caught on Isle of Man. Their shell 

can be yellow, orange, brown, red or purple and the 

opaque/cream colored meat inside the shell consists 

of a small, circular, cylindrical muscle to which the roe 

is attached.

The roe can be left as it is or removed, depending on 

personal preferences. The taste is delicately sweet and 

scallops are incredibly versatile in the culinary sense. 

Use them in salads, baked or seared. When sold, they 

can be packed dry, frozen, fresh or vacuum packed. 

 

Our Zoom with  
Myles Standish

Owing to a misunderstanding our anticipated guest 

of honor at our Banquet Dinner missed the event. But 

on Thursday, December 1st we connected for an hour-

long interaction with both Myles Standish and his al-

ter ego, reenactor Evan Croker from Plimoth Patuxet. 

It was a fascinating look into the lives of the settlors, 

the transformation of Myles from British nobleman 

to a hands-on theological leader and how Plimoth 

Patuxet allows us to glimpse the past through these 

reenactors and their study of original documents.   

To my NAMA friends –  
and relations

Have you tried Family Search and Relative Finder yet? 

In our last newsletter, NAMA genealogist Lucy Peter-

son told us how to use Family Search, the genealogical  

website operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of  

Latter-day Saints (LDS), to build a family tree and  

discover, through an associated website called Relative 

Finder, if we’re related to any NAMA members.

I’ve been active in genealogy for a long time, and have  

an extensive Ancestry.com family tree, but I said why 

not give it a try and discover whether I’m related to  

any of you.

Not that I thought this likely, being a Cassidy with only 

one known Manx connection, my great-great-great-
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great-great grandfather Thomas Turnbull, a Scot from 

the Dumfries area who used the Island as a jumping-off 

point to Nova Scotia in the 1770s. But you never know.

So I went to Family Search (at https://www.familysearch.

org), registered (for free), quickly set up my own account, 

and began building a rudimentary family tree. Now, 

as Family Search is developed and hosted by Brigham 

Young University, LDS (the Mormon church), it draws on 

its extensive genealogical database to match people in 

your tree with its own records. 

Every confirmed person in the database has an  

individual identification number. For example, that  

5x great grandfather of mine, Thomas Turnbull, is  

LH6C-5DN. Family Search knew that the wife of LH6C-

5DN was “Jane MacKay’’ or LC3F-KD6 and added her 

without prompting from me.

Once the tree was ready, I went to Relative Finder and 

uploaded the tree there. As Lucy described, Relative 

Finder has several categories of relations that you can 

click on to see who you’re related to and descended from.

One category, under “groups,” is “North American Manx.” 

The password for that group, which contains trees 

and data from members of NAMA that have trees on  

Family Search (formerly Family Tree) is Tynwald1979. 

Click the box for North American Manx, and run the 

search, and you’ll find out whether you’re related to any 

of those NAMA members, and how.

Lo and behold, the results show that Lucy Peterson is  

my 14th cousin, once removed (She’s my Dad’s 14th  

cousin). But our ancestral lines don’t cross on the Isle of 

Man itself.

Lucy and I are related through my grandfather Cassidy’s 

mother, Annie Gray, whose Scottish lineage connects her 

to our common ancestors, John Drummond (1489-1551) 

and Margaret Stewart (1497-1537). They had (at least) 

two daughters, Isabel and Margaret – I’m descended 

from Isabel, and Lucy from Margaret. So get the spare 

bedroom ready, Cousin Lucy!

Once I’ve visited Lucy, Brian Johnson – get ready. We’re 

13th cousins! We’re both descended from Malcolm  

MacGregor (1505-1590) and Isabella Cameron (1530-

1586), Gaelic-speaking Scottish Highlanders through-

and-through. It’s a long, tortuous route throughout the 

British Isles and its countries and cultures and North 

America for our ancestors until we wind up in NAMA.

Currently, cousins Brian, Lucy, and I are the only ones in 

the North American Manx group on Family Search/Rela-

tive Finder. I urge you all to join Family Search and try 

them out, if you’ve got any interest in genealogy (being 

members of NAMA, you probably do). 

But beware: Even as you are reading this, we most likely 

are related. The lesson I draw from this quick exercise is 

that we all are probably related to some degree. That’s 

what DNA analysis tells us too.

Family Search and Relative Finder will also show you 

scores of other relatives you may not have known you 

had. James V of Scotland, for example, was my 13x great 

grandfather. And I’m a 7th cousin, 7 or 8 times removed, 

of both George Washington and George III.

That won’t get me a concession-stand pretzel at Mount 

Vernon, or a pint in a pub on Edinburgh’s Royal Mile, but 

it’s fun to know.

– “Illiam” Cassidy

 

The Douglas Bay Horse 
Drawn Tramway  

(1876-Present) by Zack Filis 

 

The horse drawn trams that operate on the Doug-

las Promenade are an iconic part of the Isle of Man. 

First introduced in 1876 (see photo on cover of this 

newsletter), the trams are the longest continuously  

running horse-drawn conveyance still in operation 

since its opening. The trams did stop running for World 

War II and the recent Promenade refurbishment work.  

During its long history, the trams change owners and 

there was even talk of discontinuing service at one 

point. The popular tourist attraction however, has  

survived and operated as usual during the 2022  

season. Many of the original fleet of trams are still in 
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use today. If you have the opportunity to visit Douglas, 

a ride on the tram is a must. The original horse stalls 

have been preserved for visitors to view and there is a 

souvenir store for gifts and such. A trip to the Home of 

Rest for Old Horses is another worthwhile visit while 

in the area. 

The Tramway was built by Thomas Lightfoot, a very 

successful British civil engineer, who retired early 

in life to the Isle of Man. Lightfoot, built, owned and  

operated the tramway until 1882 when the tramway 

was on the verge of huge profits and expansion. My  

interest in the tramway begins with Thomas  

Lightfoot as he is my fourth great grandfather. Light-

foot’s daughter, Clara - my third great grandmother, 

married a Manx man and is my tie to the island.

The tramway is well documented and there is much 

history surrounding it. This is a very brief introduc-

tion to the tramway along with my association with 

it. The opening day photograph below and commem-

orative coins are reminders of the importance the  

tramway has played over the years and the memories 

that many cherish of it.

As you can see, Zack is very interested in Manx coins, 

and also with stamps. He wonders whether there are 

other NAMA members with similar interests. He says: 

While I am no expert, I am researching early, as well as 

modern, Isle of Man coinage. I’ve conducted research 

at the museum, as well as some of the mints. I am only 

at the beginning phase of my research. I wonder if any 

like-minded collectors, researchers or those with just 

an interest would like to discuss IOM coinage? Email 

me kelly@mustgoto.com if you are interested and I’ll 

put you in touch with Zack.

The gift of NAMA  
Membership

As we enter 2023 maybe it’s time to consider doing 

what Kelly Clinton has done for her family and sign 

them up for membership of the North American Manx 

Association? In addition to the Bulletin, only members 

are allowed to attend our Conventions and next year’s 

is on the Isle of Man. What a great opportunity to visit 

and see the sights as explained by locals!

Some Manx Seasonal  
expressions and toasts

•	NOLLICK (pron. ‘nullig’) = Christmas/Yule

•	TRAA NOLLICK (pron. ‘trair nullig’) = Christmastide/
Christmas time/Yuletide

•	  LAA NOLLICK (pron. ‘lair nullig’) = Christmas Day

•	JISHAG Y NOLLICK (pron. ‘jizshag a nullig’) = Father 
Christmas

•	BANNAGHTYN Y NOLLICK (pron. ‘bannakhtin a  
nullig’) = Christmas blessings/Christmas greetings

•	NOLLICK GHENNAL (pron. ‘nullig ghennal’) = Happy 
Christmas 

•	NOLLICK GHENNAL ERRIU (pron. ‘nullig ghennal  
erroo’) = Happy Christmas to you

•	  NOLLICK GHENNAL AS BLEIN FEER VIE (pron. ‘nul-
lig ghennal azz blay-een feer vie’) = Happy Christmas 
and a very good (New) Year

•	BILLEY NOLLICK (pron. ‘bill-ya nullig’) = Christmas tree

•	SLAYNT VIE (pron. ‘slent vie’ (vie as in tie)) = Cheers/
Good health/Here’s to your health!

•	BEA AS SLAYNT DHYT (pron. ‘bay azz slent dut’) = 
Life and health to you!
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Honorary President
Jack Cormode

Honorary Vice-Presidents
Elaine Christian, President World Manx 
Association, IOM

Immediate Past-President
Katy Prendergast

Past Presidents
Brad Prendergast
Laurence Skelly, MHK
Sally Dahlquist
Jim Corlett
Jody Morey
Kelly McCarthy
Jim Kneale

President
Kelly McCarthy
kelly@mustgoto.com
1751 Olde Towne Road,  
Alexandria, VA 22307
Tel: 703-718-0172 

1st Vice-President
David Holmes, Douglas Isle of Man
david.holmes@manx.net

2nd Vice-President  
Brad Prendergast, Chicago, IL
brad@lawyerbrad.com

3rd Vice President
Bill Cassidy
willbcassidy@gmail.com

Secretary
Bill McCarthy
bill@wjmassociates.com
1751 Olde Towne Road,  
Alexandria, VA 22307

Treasurer & Membership Secretary
John Prendergast
Jprendergast4cdot@yahoo.com
10251 S Bell Avenue,  
Chicago, IL 60643

Website and Bulletin Editor
Kelly McCarthy
kelly@mustgoto.com
Tel: 703-718-0172
1751 Olde Towne Road,  
Alexandria, VA 22307 

Chaplain
Rev. Canon Stephen Shaitberger
stephenschaitberger@charter.net
2356 W Via Rialto Ave Meza, AZ 85202

Genealogist
Lucy Q. Peterson, Buffdale, UT
lucyqp@msn.com

Trustees
Matthew Blower, Alexandria, VA
Dan Clague, Huntingdon, MD

List of North American Manx Association Officers:

•	CORP AS SLAYNT YN IMBAGH DIU (pron. ‘Corp azz 
slent in imbakh dyoo’) = Compliments of the season 
to you!

•	   SHOH SLAYNT AS SHEE = (pron. ‘shaw slent azz 
shee’) = Here’s to health and peace!

•	SHEE AS BOGGEY ERRIU (pron. ‘shee azz borga  
erroo’) = Peace and joy to you

•	   SHEE ERRIU CAR NY BLEEANEY SHOH ÇHEET 
(pron. ‘shee erroo car na bleena shaw chit’) = Peace to 
you throughout the coming year

•	HEE’M OO ‘SY VLEIN NOA (pron. ‘hee’m oo su  
vlay-een naw’) = See you in the New Year!

•	SLAYNT AS SHEE AS EASH DY VEA, AS MAYNRYS 
SON DY BRA (pron. ‘slent azz shee azz aysh the vay, 
azz mairn-riss sonn the brair) = Health and peace 
and length of life and happiness forever!

Local Society news 
 

greater Washington D.C. Area Manx Society

We had a fantastic 4th annual Manxgiving event! We 

merged our massive donation of gifts with another  

local heritage group to donate to a local Christmas 

charity for children in need. 
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At the meeting we also learned some Manx Christmas 

expressions and had a news update. Future events will 

include 12th Night, a trip on a longship, the Southern 

Maryland Celtic Festival and more!

Welcome to Clare all the way from the Isle of Man. 

Amazingly, she’s a former NAMA Youth award winner!

Isn’t it time your society held a Manxgiving?

Northern California Manx Society

The Northern California Manx are looking forward  
to celebrating Elaine Stephenson’s Nonagenarian  
Anniversary of Her Birth (didn’t want to reveal the  
number). We are trying to put together our Annual 
Christmas Cooish in January but things are a little  
disorganized. No matter what, we will meet - even if 

only by Zoom. We will be in touch. Jack Cormode

 The Oregon Manx Society			 

The Oregon Manx Society was able to join a local Sam-
hain event. We had so much fun learning about and cel-
ebrating the Celtic new year. We brought carved turnips 
(called moots on the Isle of Man) and shared informa-
tion about Hop tu Naa. The end of October feels like an 
appropriate time for the new year to begin with all the 
resting that the world around us begins to do in the 
Northern hemisphere. With 2023 just around the corner 
we hope that everyone enjoys the rest of 2022 and that 
2023 will be a great year for everyone. 

Chicago Manx Society				      

The Chicago Manx was able to enroll four new mem-

bers at our most recent meeting!  President Dorothy 

Gawne held a meeting at her home and Dorothy and 

Marylee Corrin hosted a wonderful catered meal.  

We were joined by four new members.  Other societ-

ies should learn our secret:  we were able to enroll 

those new members from an old mailing list.  These 

new members had previously expressed an interest, 

and were on the mailing list for a period of time, but 

had subsequently fallen off of the mailing list after no 

response for an extended period of time.  Resurrect-

ing that mailing list, we sent out postal invitations 

to each person on the list, and that effort produced a 

wonderful result.  Membership in small organizations 

is so hard to recruit and hold members.  For Chicago 

to boost their membership by 4 people was more new 

members than we have seen in some years.  I urge other 

societies to look back to people who expressed an in-

terest in the past.  Perhaps it wasn’t the right time for a 

person to join, but now is the right time.  It also helped 

us cull that list so that we have a current list.  People 

whose mail was returned to sender were removed.  We 

also polled members about the status of others on the 

list.  Such efforts yielded updated contact information 

for some.  Certainly there is extra postal expense to 

send out many invitations, but gaining membership is 

well worth the expense.  We also asked everyone for 

their email address, and it they wanted to remain on 

our mailing list.  By getting email addresses, we save 

on postage in the future.

We had a lovely visit, getting to know our new mem-

bers and their backgrounds.  There was a lively dis-

cussion about the 2022 convention, and everyone is 

looking forward to the 2024 Convention in the Isle of 

Man.  The Chicago Manx are the “local sponsors” of the 

2026 NAMA Convention, which will be remotely held in 

Cleveland, so preparations are underway.  We plan to 

enroll local members of the Cleveland Manx, including 

existing members and some new Cleveland people that 

want to join, for their ideas and suggestions.  We plan 

to coordinate our next meeting with the Wisconsin 

Manx.  Wisconsin suffered from a shrinking of mem-

bership in the past few years, and is no longer holding 

regular meetings.  However, there are some members 

who expressed interest in having a combined Chicago/

Wisconsin meeting, which will be planned for Spring, 

2023.

Brad Prendergast, Treasurer

Chicago Manx Society
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NAMA Member Enrollment

See membership categories below.
Name(s)_________________________________________________________________ 
Street___________________________________________________________________ 
City _____________________________State/Prov. _________ Zip/PC _______________
Email address _____________________________________________________________ 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

$15.00 ________

$250.00  ________

$175.00 ________

$125.00 ________

Annual 

Life

Under 50 years 
50 to 59 years 
60 years or over 
Junior Member - Under Age 21 years    FREE     Note Age here________

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

Annual $20.00 ________

Life (2 adults, based on age of youngest)

Under 50 years $325.00  ________

50 to 59 years $235.00  ________

60 years or over $200.00  ________

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP (Not for use by individuals)

Annual  $20.0              ________

MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE $5.00 ________
The membership certificate design and coloring have special significance relative to the Isle of
Man. A letter of explanation is sent with each certificate.

METAL MEMBERSHIP PIN $5.00  ________

(1" diameter, has NAMA logo featuring 3 legs, eagle and oak leaf in gold, red and white.)

CONTRIBUTION $________

To further NAMA's goals. (United States tax deductible as allowed by law)
(If current or any past employer matches contributions, send any required
forms to NAMA for completion. Thank you.)

TOTAL REMITTANCE (U.S. DOLLARS ONLY) $________

Please send to: John Prendergast, NAMA Treasurer, 10251 S. Bell Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60643-1901
Please send check made out to NORTH AMERICAN MANX ASSOCIATION to:  
John Prendergast, NAMA Treasurer, 10251 S. Bell Avenue, Chicago, IL 60643-1901



North American Manx Association
John Prendergast
10251 S. Bell Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60643

Check out the cool article on our horse drawn trams which still operate in Douglas. By Zack Filis


