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2022 IS CONVENTION YEAR!

THE MANX CONNECTION
2022 PLYMOUTH. MA

Let's celebrate 400 +2 years of the Manx
in America at Plymouth, Massachusetts!

Enjoy:
Thursday evening 4th August 2022 —
Meet & Greet »
Friday 5th Colonial Tour e
Saturday 6th Workshops and Banquet

BOOK NOW! We have an amazing
Convention planned for you!

2020 marked the 400th Anniversary of the landing
of the Pilgrims who sailed from England aboard The
Mayflower. As you know, we had planned to celebrate
this momentous anniversary but the pandemic put paid
to those plans. However, in true Manx spirit we are
trying again in 2022.

Let’s recap, shall we? In 1620, in search of religious
freedom a boatload of brave souls set out to form a

settlement on the shores of America in a town that
became known as Plymouth, Massachusetts. They
landed in the dead of winter. Luckily for them, the area
was already home to the local indigenous people, the
very friendly Wampanoag, and the two groups lived
togetherin relative harmony fornearly fifty years, largely
as a result of a peace agreement brokered by the
small but feisty Manxman aboard the vessel, Captain
Myles Standish. He was not the ship’s captain but the
Captainofthe Militiaand hewasin charge of the Pilgrims'
security. We are all going to learn a great deal more
about our illustrious ancestor (He was known as
Captain Shrimp by the settlors and ““little pot that soon
boils over” by the locals!) over our Convention weekend.

We hope that parents and grandparents will seriously
consider the possibility of bringing your children and
grandchildren to this historic Convention that brings
together our two great cultures. This is a once in a
lifetime opportunity as Plymouth has two years of non-
stop entertainment planned to celebrate the anniversary
of the landing. The Mayflower replica has been restored
and we are including a 45-minute self-guided tour as
part of our Friday activities as well as a fascinating trip
to the Plimoth Patuxet living museum.

Remember: Only members in good standing can come
to the Convention. The membership form is on the
back of the Booking form, so feel free to complete it if
you owe some dues or wish to join.You can include the
check with your Convention booking form but please
write two separate checks tohelp ouraccounting team
(The Prendergast Brothers!).

Please look at the cover of this newsletter, above
your name and address; if it says “please pay”
and either $15 or $20, make your check payable

to NAMA and mail it to John Prendergast NAMA
Treasurer, 10251 S. Bell Ave., Chicago, IL 60643-1901
(The form is on page 7)




FUN-PACKED ITINERARY

The Board will meet on Thursday (August 4th) afternoon.
Main group activities will kick off on Thursday August
4th 2020 in the evening with a Meet and Greet in the
Standish Room at the hotel around 6pm. We will also
hold a short General Meeting, so please be there to cast
your vote. Ruth Keggin, a musician from the Isle of Man
will entertain us during this time.

Friday August 5% will feature an all-day tour to
the world famous Plimoth Patuxet (formerly Plimoth
Plantation) as well as the Pilgrim's ship, The
Mayflower. We will catch a bus from our hotel (Hotel
1620) to Plimoth Patuxet to explore both the English
village where the Pilgrims made their first home, and the
Wampanoag village where the local Native Americans
had hunted and fished for millennia. Our day starts
with a movie and then we will have a guided tour
(special access options are available, see booking form)
by an in-character actor. Plimoth Patuxet is an easy
walk for most people, but golf-cart options are available.
We will enjoy a Pilgrim/Wampanoag themed lunch
and then head over to Plymouth Harbor to visit The
Mayflower. This is a fantastic opportunity for Ameri-
cans to learn more about the early settlers and their
lives and habits. The reenactors are all in period
costume and speak the language of the day. Many
talented men and women of both European and
Wampanoag tradition ply their crafts at the Planta-
tion. There is a wide range of retail opportunities from
souvenirs to hand-made period-style crafts. As it's the
extended 400%™ Anniversary Plimoth Planation is pulling
out all the stops to make this an extra-special visit.

ulture
VANNIN

Saturday August 6t will be hotel-based for workshops
hosted by Ruth Keggin Gell and Bill Cassidy. We are
lucky to have Ruth with us. She is Manx speaker and
fabulous musician. She is As Yn Greinneyder or Manx
Language Development Officer with Culture Vannin
and works to promote and support the Manx language
within the Island’s community.

We are very grateful to Culture Vannin (Culture Vannin
is the trading name for the Manx Heritage Founda-
tion, established in 1982 by the Isle of Man Government
to promote Manx culture, heritage and language) for
awarding us a grant which we will put towards Ruth'’s
travel expenses. I am sure that we all join in thank-
ing them for this concrete support in sharing Manx
culture with the Manx diaspora. We are very, very
excited to discover what we can see, hear and learn
from Ruth's presence amongst us as she talks to us
about Manx history, the regeneration of the language,
and Manx culture in general. We are busy working
to create learning opportunities for all conference
delegates in music and Manx language. If you have
children coming, we will offer special events for them
to learn more about their rich, Manx cultural heritage.

Saturday Night features our traditional “hand-over”
dinner when the new slate of Board Members will be in-
stalled. Entertainment will be by Manx super-star Ruth
Keggin — and a special visitor, Captain Miles Standish
himself!

No activities are scheduled for Sunday.

How to book for the 2020 North American Manx
Association ‘once in a lifetime’ Convention!

Make vyour hotel reservation at the Hotel 1620,
Plymouth Harbor, 180 Water St, Plymouth, MA 02360.
It is very important that you book directly with the
hotel and donot go through another booking option as
it will not count towards our room total. Call for
Reservations: 508-747-4900 or book online at

www.hotel1620.com quoting booking reference

NAMAZ2020. Our special room price is $225 per night
during this very busy season for Plymouth. If you have
already booked please call to confirm the dates you
will be staying. Remember the Convention starts on
the evening of August 4t

The nearest major airports are Boston Logan and
T.F. Green at Providence, Rhode Island. This is a
useful
www.newenglandtravelplanner.com The bus does
not go to the heart of Plymouth and the last mile or
so must be completed by taxi. There is a phone at the

website for transportation connections.

‘Plymouth’bus stop.Werecommend friends carpool from
the airport as there is adequate parking at Hotel 1620.



NAMA 2020 CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
REGISTRATION DETAILS

Prefix (Mr./Mrs./Ms, etc)

REGISTRATION FEE

Each ($USD) Total ($USD)
Includes: Thursday Welcome Reception, Friday Plimoth Patuxet & How
Mayflower tour with lunch included, all Saturday workshops and Many?
Dinner Buffet Banquet. )
Adults $225.00 =|$
Children under 18 $175.00 =\$
I will require special assistance on the walking tour [ ] Total Conference Fee $

Advertisement, Memorial or Message Rates. Please email artwork to kelly@mustgoto.com

Full page in Program @ $50

Half-page in Program @ $25

Small ad in Program @ $15

Total check amount $

Please make checks payable to North American Manx Association and send to:
Brad Prendergast Esq, 2108 W Devon Ave., Chicago, IL 60659

Send a separate check for membership dues where applicable.



2021 ISLE OF MAN ELECTIONS

General elections were held in the Isle of Man on 23
September 2021. A record ten women were elected, a
doubling of the five elected in the previous election.
For the first time, two pairs of women were separate-
ly elected to represent two separate constituencies.
Four government ministers failed to win reelection.
Following changes to the electoral system ahead of
the elections, the 24 members of the House of Keys
were elected from 12 constituencies, each of which
returned 2 members. Previously, constituencies had
varied in size from one to three seats. Election is
by multiple non-transferable vote in each constitu-
ency, with voters having two votes (of which they may
choose to use only one) for the two seats.

The new Chief Minister (Ard-shirveishagh), who is

appointed by the Lieutenant Governor on the nomina-
tion of Tynwald after a general election of the House
of Keys, is the Hon Alfred Cannan MHK. In 2011, Mr
Cannan was elected MHK for Michael (now Ayre &
Michael) and was re-elected in 2016 and 2021.
Mr Cannan has served as Chairman of the Civil Service
Commission, Vice Chairman of the Public Sector
Pensions Authority and on both the Departments of
Health and Economic Development. He has acted as
Chairman of the Manx Utilities Authority and the
Public Accounts Committee. Mr Cannan was Treasury
Minister from October 2016 until he was elected as
Chief Minister. He replaces, the Hon. Howard Quayle
who took office on 4 October 2016 and served until
2021.

The Council of Ministers is the highest level decision
making body within the Isle of Man Government. It

consists of eight Ministers and the Chief Minister
with a small number of advisers also present. Its pur-
pose is to set national and international policy and
provide clear leadership to the separate legal entities
of departments, offices and statutory boards which
make up the Isle of Man Government. It also has some
statutory decision-making functions and importantly
has areserved power to give a department or statutory
board directions with regard to the exercise of func-
tions where it appears to it to affect the public interest.

NEW LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

The Isle of Man's 315t lieutenant governor was sworn in

at an official ceremony in the nation’s ancient capital.

Sir John Lorimer was installed after taking oaths of

allegiance and office in the refurbished courtroom
at Castle Rushen in Castletown. The former military
officer becomes the Queen’s official representative on
the Isle of Man for the next five years. He succeeded
diplomat Sir Richard Gozney who kindly spoke to us
via Zoom in his last days as Lieutenant Governor. Sir
John said he and his wife Lady Philippa Lorimer would
duties “with

with humour, but also with an overriding sense of

approach their energy, humility,

responsibility for this ancient appointment”.

He added that his predecessor Sir Richard Gozney was
a “tough act to follow”".

Wikipedia: Lieutenant General Sir John Gordon
Lorimer, KCB, DSO, MBE is a senior British Army
officer, who served as the Chief of Joint Opera-
tions and the Defence Senior Adviser to the Middle
East and North Africa. He was appointed Lieutenant
Governor of the Isle of Man on 29 September 2021.



LOCAL SOCIETY NEWS

GREATER WASHINGTON D.C. AREA MANX SOCIETY

The Washington Manx Society members shown in

the photo were delighted to welcome new resident
and NAMA President Katy Prendergast to our 2021
“Manxgiving” celebration in Alexandria where we
enjoyed some fine Irish grub, a news update and a
good chat. Our Icebreaker “Would you rather” included
hilarious Manx questions like “Would you rather
have one leg or three?”, “Watch a TT Race in person or
compete in a TT Race?”, “Be a Rumpy or a Stumpy?” We
collected around 30 toys for disadvantaged children.

ONTARIO MANX SOCIETY & LIFE MEMBER

P

Carol was born Kathleen Carol Hilda Christian in
Montreal in 1924, to Thomas Fargher Christian and
Jacqueta May Juanita Hopwood. Her dad, Tom, was
born in the Isle of Man. Carol loved her Manx roots, and
was a long-time member of the North American Manx
Association’s Ontario chapter. She loved her dad even
more, being proud of his service in the Princess Patricia
Light Infantry in WWI and on Canada'’s railways. Carol
joined NAMA in Dec 1978 and became a lifetime mem-
ber in July 1988. She passed away on November 18, 2020
and bequeathed the generous donation of $2,000 to the

Association. Carol was well known to long-standing

members of the Association and will be sadly missed.

Caption: Manx Picnic, July 1994. One of several
visits Carol made to the Isle of Man with the North
American Manx Association, though on this occa-
sion she was not impressed that the hotel in Douglas
thought Canadians would like to celebrate 4th July!

CLEVELAND MANX SOCIETY

The Cleveland Manx are planning on having a Christmas
party on December 5 at the Holiday Inn in Independence,
OH. More details to follow which will be shared by email
and through the NAMA Facebook page and website.

AUNT BESSIE ON KINDLE

An Isle of Man Cozy Mystery (26 book series)
by Diana Xarissa (Author)

DIANA

AUNT BESSIE
ASSUMES

From Book 1: Aunt Bessie assumes that she'll have the
beach all to herself on a cold, wet, and windy March
morning just after sunrise, then she stumbles (almost
literally) over a dead body.



Elizabeth (Bessie) Cubbon, aged somewhere between
free bus pass (60) and telegram from the Queen (100),
has lived her entire adult life in a small cottage on Laxey
beach. For most of those years, she’s been in the habit of
taking a brisk morning walk along the beach. Dead men
have never been part of the scenery before. Aunt Bessie
assumes that the dead man died of natural causes, then
the police find the knife in his chest.

Try as she might, Bessie just can't find anything to
like about the young widow that she provides tea and
sympathy to in the immediate aftermath of finding
the body. There isn't much to like about the rest of the
victim's family either. Aunt Bessie assumes that the
police will have the case wrapped up in no time at all,
then she finds a second body.

Can Bessie and her friends find the killer before she
ends up as the next victim? Thanks to Dan Clague for
this suggestion!

MANX WORDS:

NOLLICK (CHRISTMAS)

“Vel oo aarloo son y Nollick?” or “Are you ready for
Christmas?” is a phrase you might hear increasing-
ly often at this time of the year. Most of us would
reply, “Vel oo spotchal? Are you joking?” But where
does this word Nollick come from? Like many Manx
words related to religion, Nollick comes from Latin,
in the case from Natalicia, referring to the birth of
Jesus. The word would have been adopted very early
into Old Irish or Gaelic, where its early forms include
notlaic and Nodlaig. In modern Irish and Scottish
Gaelic, it's Nollaig, with a hard “g.” Christmas itself
is often called Nollick Vooar, meaning “Big” or “Great”
Christmas. New Year's Day in older Manx traditions
is Nollick Veg, the “Little Christmas.” Christmas Eve
is Oie’ll Voirrey, or “Mary’s Night,” when carvalyn or

Manx carols were sung in church.

The Christmas season is Traa Nollick, or Christmas-
time. A Christmas tree is a Billey Nollick, with billey
being one of those old Gaelic words lost to everyday
Irish and Scottish Gaelic that survives in Manx. The
Scottish Gaels use craobh and the Irish crann for
“tree” these days, but bile in both languages means a

large, venerated and sacred tree. And isn’t that what
a Christmas tree should be?

Who delivers gifts to children on Christmas? On the
Isle of Man, it's Jishag y Nollick — Father (of the)
Christmas. A Christmas gift, by the way, is a nastey
Nollick. A Christmas tradition many look forward
to is the jough y Nollick — the Christmas drink -
usually consumed at a giense Nollick, or Christmas
party. After a night of too many drinks, you might be
asked “Vel y Nollick ny lhie dy trome ort?” or “Does the
Christmas lie heavily on you?” We hope that it won't,
and offer you this traditional Christmas salutation:

Nollick ghennal erriu, as blein feer vie,
Seihll as slaynt da'n slane lught thie.
Bea as gennallys eu bioyr ry-cheilley,
Shee as graih eddyr mraane as deiney.
Cooil as cowryn stock as stoyr,

Palchey puddase, as skeddan dy-liooar!
Arran as caashey, eeym as roauyr,
Baase myr lugh ayns ullin ny soalt.
Cadley sauchey tra vees shiu ny lhie,

Gyn feeackle y jiargan, cadley dy mie.

“A merry Christmas, and a very good year to you,
Luck and health to the whole household.

Life, pleasantness and sprightliness to you together,
Peace and love between men and women.

Goods and riches, stock and store,

Plenty of potatoes and herring enough!

Bread and cheese, butter and beef.

Sleeping safely when you are in bed,

Undisturbed by the flea’s tooth, sleeping well.”



NAMA Member Enrollment
See membership categories below.
Name(s)

Street

City State/Prov. Zip/PC

Email address

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

Annual $15.00
Life
Under 50 years $250.00
50 to 59 years $175.00
60 years or over $125.00
Junior Member - Under Age 21 years FREE  Note Age here
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
Annual $20.00
Life (2 adults, based on age of youngest)
Under 50 years $325.00
50 to 59 years $235.00
60 years or over $200.00
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP (Not for use by individuals)
Annual $20.0
MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE $5.00

The membership certificate design and coloring have special significance relative to the Isle of
Man. A letter of explanation is sent with each certificate.

METAL MEMBERSHIP PIN $5.00
(1" diameter, has NAMA logo featuring 3 legs, eagle and oak ledf in gold, red and white.)

CONTRIBUTION $

To further NAMA!'s goals. (United States tax deductible as allowed by law)
(If current or any past employer matches contributions, send any required
forms to NAMA for completion. Thank you.)

TOTAL REMITTANCE (U.S. DOLLARS ONLY) $

Please send check made out to NORTH AMERICAN MANX ASSOCIATION to:
John Prendergast, NAMA Treasurer, 10251 S. Bell Avenue, Chicago, IL 60643-1901



North American Manx Association
John Prendergast

10251 S. Bell Avenue,

Chicago, IL 60643

Jurby Church was built in the early 18th Century on the site of a 13th Century churchyard and houses several early Christian

and Scandinavian Manx Crosses. Three window panels in the North porch were commissioned by the RAF in 2002. The panels

have etchings of Second World War aircraft, in memory of the aircrew who died during that War when Jurby Airport was used
by the Royal Air Force. At the back of the church there are memorials to those remembered on the War Memorial and the
War Graves. Burial records, books and other materials can be accessed by visitors to the church researching family history.



